


C report, it would'not be appropriate to respond o these sugpestions..

1“ -
NEW BOUTH WALEX f %%/Zﬂw

MINISTER FOR URBAN AFFAIRS AND PLANNING | "% 7
MINISTER FOR HOUSING e

LE‘.VCJ 13 YOUR REF:
Governor Macquaric Tower o :
| Farrer Place our REF. RML 58114
SYDNEY NSW 2000 ~ : | ‘
Phonc:  (02) 2284499
Faxr E’uz; TG 10 JAN 1996

Councillor Diana Robeits
Pan-Commuaity Council
PO Box 102 .
NIMBIN NSW 2480

Dear Ms Roberts.

»

The Hon Paul Whelan LLB MP, Acting Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning, Acting Minister
for Housing has asked me to respond on his behalf to your correspondence concerning the re-
instatement of State Environmental Planning Policy No. 15 - Multiple Occupancy of Rural Land.

The Pulicy wus repealed on } December 1994 by the former government. As you are aware a re-
appraisal of multiple occupancy and SEPP 15 is underway in the Department of Urban Affairs and
-Planning. It is expected that this appraisal will be completed shorily. The Minister has noted the
concerns raised in your letter in‘regard (o timing and issues to bé covered in the review, and has
asked the Department to take these matters inlo consideration s part of its current re-cxamination
-of multiple occupancy. ' ’

The Minister acknowledges your offer to participate in a review of the Policy and to visit multiple
Oceupauey comiouniliss in your area. However, until the Minister has'considered the Department’s

.

Thank you for bringing your concemns (o the Minister's attention. N-o . v

Youry sincerely
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NEW BOUTM WALES . )
MINISTER FOR URBAN AFFAIRS AND PLANNING -
MINISTER FOR HOUSING
Level 33 1 g
Governor Macquirne Tower FOUR RER
| Farrer Place ourrer: RML 58114
SYDNEY NSW 2000 :
Phone  (02) 228 4479
Fax:  (02) 228 3710 : 10 JAN 1396

Councillor Diana Roberts
Pan-Commuaity Council
PO Box 102

NIMBIN NSW 2480

Dear Ms Roberts.

The Hon Paul Whelan LLB MP, Acting Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning, Acting Mimuster
for Housing has asked me to respond on his behalf to your correspondence concerning the re-
instatement of State Environmental Planning Policy No. 15 - Multiple Occupancy of Rural Land.

The Policy was repealed on 1 December 1994 by the former government. As you are aware a re-
appraisal of multiple occupancy and SEPP 15 is underway in the Depariment of Urban Affairs and
Planning. It is expected that this appraisal will b _ompleted shortly. The Minister has noted the

* concerns raised in your letter in regard to timing and issues to be covered in the review, and has
asked the Department t2 take these matters into consideration as purt of its current re-cxamination
of multiple occupancy. '

The Minister acknowledges your offer to participate in a review of the Policy and to visit multiple
occupaucy connmnities in your area. However, until the Minister has considered the Department’s

report, it watlld not be appropriate to respond o these suggestions.

Thank you for bringing your concemns (o the Minister's attention.

Y ours sincerely |

Actin > Chief of Stalf
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PAN-COMMUNITY
COUNCIL .

R.O-BOX 102,

5 NIMBIN 2480 Y

Hon. Craig Knowles MP,

Minister for Housing and

Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning,
PO Box 30 Governor Macquarie Tower,
| Farrer Place,

Sydney 200!

November 29, 1995

Dear Minister Craig Knowles,

We are writing in response to your letter dated 17 July 1995 concefning the reinstatement of
State Environmental Planning Policy No. 15 - Multiple Occupancy.(MO).

t. We understood from your tetter that a reappraisal of SEPP 15 was to be undertaken by the
Dept of Urban Affairs and Planning. We have not as yet been contacted by your Department in
this regard and are most concerned (a) at the delay and (b) that any such review be based solely
on the Purdon report. We again draw your attention to the sentiments expressed in our letter of
12 May 1995, that in any review of the former policy we would be “happy to participate and
indeed believe we'may be able to make a special contribution in this regard”.

2. SEPP 15 was an important policy to those&ef’fﬁ)s who live on communities on the north coast
of New South Wales. It gave many low-i mcome people an opportumty to buy into or establish
aland- shanng community and provided Iéw cost housmg opportunities, particularly important
at times of high unemployment and relatlvely few sccure ‘rental housing options.

e

Houses on MOs are generally owner-built with the community providing labour, a pool of _
expertise and shared equipment. Houses are constructed on low-incomes without Joans which
encourages use of recycled building materials, on-site materials such as poles, stone or mud
bricks, and low cost materials such as sand, sawdust and cemenl infill, all to Council's

satisfaction.



3. Many MO communities are to be found utilising land that has littie value in the traditional
rural sense because this is the more affordable land and can be purchased mortgage {ree. For
example, most MOs are situated on degraded or steep land that is not viable for large scale
residential or economic farming practices. Land use is therefore devoted to small scale
agriculture, horticulture, forestry, wilderness, parkland and recreational purposes. MO
communities are gradually rehabilitating their land, eliminating weeds and making a voluntary
contribution to reforestation. Such land care and repair will be of State benefit to future
generations. In addition, on MO commuaities solar, water or wind energy and composting
toilets are the norm rather than the exception and most communities collect their own water
-rather than relying on the town supply.

. 4. A community lifestyle provides many other benefits. Shared skills leads to provision of
home healing, home burials, home birthing, local bushfire management, bulk food buying,
pooled transport, supplementary garden produce, support for single-parent families and aged
residents, shared community childcare and co-aperative self-employment. Extended family and
community living provides a range of role models for the younger generation and affords a
high “quality of life”.

5. 1deally we believe that local Councils should but in place their own planning policies to
perrhit Multiple Occupancy development of rural land but this is yet to happen for most
Councits on the north coast and possibly elsewhere. One of the main objections that is raised
when Councils consider this matter is the claim of there being a rating inequity. While we
appreciate that the matter of rating is not a planning matter under your jurisdiction we make the
following comments as background information in the event that this may be rised by those on
the other side of the House: ‘

On MOs the share of rates paid by a household depends upon the size of the property and the
number of houses. This results in those on some communities paying less, and others more,
per house than the average rural residential ratepayer. In the case of one of our members with a
few families on a Jarge property they are paying three times the average rural residential rate. If .
opponents of multiple occupancy were genuinely concerned about rating inequity they would
be asking questions about caravan parks, mobile home parks, boarding houses, aged

retirement units and flats which all have “multiple occupancy” of the land yet pay only one rate,
based on land value. '

To us it is clear that the opposition to MO development is about far more than rates: Much of it
is based on prejudice and ignorance of a lifestyle choice and land ownership option that would
be of great benefit to future generations. Shared land ownership is full of personal challenges
not the least of which include finding constructive ways to resolve conflict, development of
negotiation skills, learning to share, extending trust and openaess, a respect for differences and
the building of a rewarding lifestyle for ourselves and our children.



)‘;a—-‘ﬁ’— , . ) . ) \1'___;3
6. As you may have been advised, we made ourselves available to assist the Departmen! $
i consultant, Purdon & Associates, in the conduct of their review of the Policy. We placed on
record at the time that aspects of the survey methodology were severely ﬂawcd and drew '
attention to the fact that conclusions based on such data were therefore subject to being flawed.

This proved to be the case.

You may not be aware however that the findings, conclusions and recommendations made by
Purdon’s were not made available to us until some five months later, which was after the repeal
of the Policy by Minister Webster. We believe a serious miscarriage of justice occurred when
the former Minister denied us the opportunity to see the report and be heard before mekinga
decision that so materially affected our interests. We were advised that at law “procedural
fairness” had not been followed by your predecessor. However, we refrained from taking
action at that time due to the pending State election.

v

1t is for these reasons that we now seek a partnership arrangement in the review of the Policy.
We are willing and able to bring a high degree of expertise and experience 10 any
comprehensive review process. We seek your support 1o this end.

j 7. We understand from discussions with your office that you may be visiting the north coast
over the December - January period. Shoutd this eventuate we would like to again extend to
you an invitation to visit some Multiple Occiipancy communitiesin this area. We feel it would
be desirable for you to visit both established communities and more recent comumunities in

. order to get a feel for the diversity of our torm of Housing and the evolution of commumity life.
| We would be more than happy to arrange an itinerary to suit your convenience. Please contact
us at the earliest opportunity if you are able to visit this area during the forthcoming
Parliamentary recess.

We would appreciate the opportunity to discuss with you a strategy for the review and
reinstatement of the former Policy.

Yours sincerely,
(S e,
Diana Roberts

Lismore City Councillor
Co convenor Pan-Conynunity Council



' ' S AETERE - TN
) .&‘ o . ’ B S

- %
E N P A

:' E):" .Pl o . o . Lo
poo 01995 17mRE DEERILLAN CR [ FNEERTS / ¢, PAcE 2
e LA
. v R '
v pf
Tzafj“f us .9, /g9
vVl

Hon. Craig Knowles MP,

Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning,
Minister for Housing,

PO Box 30 Governor Macquarie Tower,

1 farrer Place,

Sydney 2001

Dear Mimster,

We are writing In response to your letter dated 17 July 1995
concerning the reinstatement of State Environmental Plarning Policy
No. 15 - Multiple Occupancy (MO). We understood from your letter that 2
re-appraisal of SEPP 15 was to be undertaken by the Dept. of Urban
Affairs and Planning. We are anxious to know if these investigations
have coinmenced and when SEPP 15 1s to be reinstated.

SEPP 15 was an important pokicy (o those of us who iive on
communities on the north coast of New South Wales. it gave many low-
income people an opportunity 10 buy Into of estabiish a land-sharing
community and provided low-cost housing opportunities, particularly
important at times of high unempioyment and relatively few secure
rental housing options. Houses on MOs are generally owner-built with
the community providing labour, a puol of expertise and shared
equipment. Houses are constructed on low-incomes without loans which
encourages use of recycled building materials, on-site materials such
as peles, stone or mud bricks, and low cost materials such as sand,
sawdust and cement mhili.

Many MO communities are to be found utilising land that has little value
in the traditional rural sense because this 1s the more affordable iand
and can be purchased mortgage free. For example, most MOs are
situated on degraded or steep land that is not wiable for large scale
resider ‘al or economic farming practices. Land use is therefore
devoted to smali scale agricuiture, horticulture, forestry, wiiderness,
parkland and recreation. MO communities are graduaily rehabilitating
their land. eiminating weeds and making a voluntary contribution 10
reforestatie. Such land care and repair will be of benefit to future
renerations. in addition, on MO communities solar, water or wind
“nergy and composting toilets are the norm rather than the exception
4 most commumties collect their o..c water rather than relying on
pumping trom creeks.
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A community lifestyle provides many other benefits. Shared skills
leads to provision of home healing, home burials, home births, local
bushfire management, bulk food buying, pooled transport,
supplementary garden produce, support for single-parent families and
aged residents, shared community childcare and co-operative self-
employment. Extended family and community living provides a range of
role models for the younger generation and a generally high “quality of
life”.

Ideally we believe that {ocal Councils should put in place their own
planning policies to permit multiple occupancy development of rural
land but this is clearly not going to occur within most Councils on the
north coast. The main objection that is raised when Councils consider
this matter is the issue of rating inequity. Certainly, the larger
communities pay less per house in rates than the average rural
residential ratepayer. However, rating is based on iand value and is not
a rate for use of Council services. The rural landowner with freehold
title has a more valuable asset than the MO resident and the assessed
iand value on large blocks is less per hectare than on small lots.

If opponents of muitiple occupancy were genuinely concerned about
rating inequity they would be asking questions about the vacant lot
where no-one lives; the farmer who pays very high rates; the pensioner
who gets a rebate; caravan parks, mobile home parks, boarding houses,
aged retirement units, flats which all have multiple occupancy of land
yet pay only one rate, based on land value.

As 40% of MO residents in the Nimbin district live at Tuntable Falls
Co-operative (the first MO community) it’s worth considering Tuntabie
a little more closely. Tuntable pay approximately $65 per house in
rates a yesr which, because of their size, is the lowest rate paid by any
MO community in the Lismore Council area. However, at no cost to
Council, Tuntable has provided a pre-school, a primary school, a

' community hall, a shop and postal outlet, a youth club and fire fighting

———

equipment. All of these are maintained by the Co-op and made available
to the wider community. In addition, as with all MO developments,
Tuntable are responsible for the upkeep and construction of their own
internal road network, many residents pool transport and the

community heips to maintain Council owned roads.

To us it is clear that the opposition to MO deveiopment is about far
more than rates. Much of it is based on prejudice and ignorance of a
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lifestyle choice and land ownership option that would be of great
benefit to future generations. Shared land ownership is full of personal
challenges not the least of which include finding constructive ways to
resolve conflict, development of negotiation skills, learning to share,
extending trust and openness and a respect for difterence.

We understand from discussions with your office that you may be
vigiting the north coast over the December - January period. Should this
eventuate we would like to again extend to ycu an invitation to visit
some multiple occupancy communities in this area. We feel it would be
desirable for you to visit hoth established communities and more
recent communities in order to get a feel for the diversity and the
avolution of community life. We would be more than happy to arrange an
itinerary for you within a given time frame. Please contact us at the
garliest opportunity if vou are interested.

We would appreciate hearing from you of progress regarding the
rainstatement of SEPP 15, Despite rumours to the contrary we have
faith that the Labor party will honour its pre-election promise to
reinstate the policy.



PAN-COMMUNITY
COUNCIL

P.O. BOX 102,

~ NIMBIN 2480

Hon. Craig Knowles MP,
Minister for Housing and
Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning,
* PO Box 30 Govemor Macquane Tower,
| Farrer Place, :
. Sydney 2001

November29, 1995

Dear Minister Craig Knowles,

We are writing in response to your letter dated 17 July 1995 concerning the reinstatement of
State Environmental Planning Policy No. 15 - Multiple Occupancy.(MO).

1. We understood from your tetter that a reappraisal of SEPP 15 was to be undertaken by the
Dept. of Urban Affairs and Planning. We have not as yet been contacted by your Department in
this regard and are most concerned (a) at the delay and (b) that any such review be based solely
on the Purdon report. We again draw your attention to the sentiments expressed in our fetter of
12 May 1995, that in any review of the former policy we would be “happy to participate and
indeed believe we may be able to make a special contribution in this regard”.

2. SEPP 15 was an important policy to those of us who live on communities on the north coast
of New South Wales. It gave many low-income people an opportunity to buy into or establish
a land-sharing community and provided low-cost housing opportunities, particularly important
at times of high unemployment and relatively few secure rental housing options.

Houses on MOs are generally owner-built with the community providing labour, a pool of
expertise and shared equipment. Houses are constructed on low-incomes without loans which
encourages use of recycled building materials, on-site matenals such as poles, stone or mud
bricks, and low cost materials such as sand, sawdust and cement infill. all to Council's
satisfaction.
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3. Many MO communities are to be found utilising land that has little value in the traditional
rural sense because this is the more affordable land and can be purchased mortgage free. For
example, most MOs are situated on degraded or steep land that is not viable for large scale
residential or econoraic farming practices. Land use is therefore devoted to small scale
agriculture, horticulture, forestry, wilderness, parkland and recreational purposes. MO
communities are gradually rehabilitating their land, eliminating weeds and making a voluntary
contribution to reforestation. Such land care and repair will be of State benefit to future
generations. In addition, on MO communities solar, water or wind energy and composting
toilets are the norm rather than the exception and most communities collect their own water
rather than relying on the town supply.

. 4. A community lifestyle provides many other benefits. Shared skills leads to provision of
home healing, home burials, home birthing, local bushfire management, bulk food buying,
pooled transpon, supplementary garden produce, support for single-parent families and aged
residents, shared commnnity childcare and co-operative self -employment. Extended family and
community living provides a range of role models for the younger generation and affords a
high “quality of life"”.

5. Ideally we believe that local Councils should put in place their own planning policies to
permit Multiple Occupancy development of rural land but this is yet to happen for most
Councils on the north coast and possibly elsewhere. One of the main objections that is raised
when Councils consider this matter is the claim of there being a rating inequity. While we
appreciate that the matter of rating is not a planning matter under your jurisdiction we make the
following comments as background information in the event that this may be mised by those on
the other side of the House,

On MOs the share of rates paid by a househofd depends upon the size of the property and the
number of houses. This results in those on some communities paying less, and others more,
per house than the average rural residential ratepayer. In the case of one of our members with a
few families on e large property they are paying three times the average rural residential rate. If
opponents of multiple occupancy were genuinely concerned about rating inequity they would
be asking questions about caravan parks, mobile home parks, boarding houses, aged

retirement units and flats which all have “multiple occupancy” of the land yet pay only one rate,
based on land value.

To us it is clear that the opposition to MO development is about far more than rates. Much of it
is based on prejudice and ignorance of a lifestyle choice and tand ownership option that would
be of great benefit to future generations. Shared land ownership is full of personal challenges
nol the least of which include finding constructive ways to resolve conflict, development of
negotiation skills, learning to share, extending trust and openness, a respect for differences and
the building of a rewarding lifestyle for ourselves and our children,
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6. As you may have been advised, we made ourselves available to assist the Department's
consultant, Purdon & Associates, in the conduct of their review of the Policy. We placed on
record at the time that aspects of the survey methodology were severely flawed and drew
attention to the fact that conclusions based on such data were therefore subject to being flawed.
This proved to be the case.

Y ou may not be aware however that the findings, conclusions and recommendations made by
Purdon’s were not made available to us until some five months later, which was after the repeal
of the Policy by Minister Webster. We believe a serious miscarriage of justice occurred when
the former Minister denied us the opportunity to see Lhe report and be heard before making a
decision that so materiatly affected our interests. We were advised that at law “procedural

- faimess” had not been followed by your predecessor. However, we refrained from taking
action at that time due to the pending State election.

1t is for these reasons that we now seek a pattnership arrangerment in the review of the Policy.
We are willing and able to bring a high degree of expertise and experience to any
comprehensive review process. We seek your support 1o this end.

7. We understand from discussions with your office that you may be visiting the north coast
over the December - January period. Should this eventuate we would like to again extend to
you an invitation to visit some Multiple Occupancy communities in this area. We feel it would
be desirable for you to visit both established communities and more recent communities in
order to get a feel for the diversity of our form of housing and the evolution of community life.
We would be more than happy to arrange an itinerary to suit your convenience. Please contact
us at the earliest opportunity if you are able to visit this area during the forthcoming
Parliamentary recess.

We would appreciate the opportunity to discuss with you a strategy for the review and
reinstatement of the former Policy.

Yours sincerely,

(o SR

Diana Roberts
Lismore City Councillor
Co-convenor Pan-Comaunity Council
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\/\% To be completed by female Permanent -Ancittary staff members wishing to,
nominate another staff member for the position of Spokeswoman. {

NOMINATION FOR SPOKESWOMAN (1994/95 - 1995/96) k :

1, agree to stand for the position of
SPOKESWOMAN.

Signature of Nominee: Date:

Location:

(work) Telephone:

* Nominated by: ‘Date:

I would like the following information to be used in support of my nomination.

Return to: The Returning Officer
Marie Besson
- North Coast Regional Office - - - - =
PO Box 422
LISMORE NSW 2480

Closing Date: 12 August 1994

Please mark the envelope "CONFIDENTIAL"
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Hon. Cratg Knowles MP,
o Minister for Urban Affairs and Planping,
Minister for Housing,¢ ( M“ﬁ*w*“lﬁ‘""t )
PO Box 30 Governor Macquane Tower,

1 Farrer Place,
Sydney 2001

. Dear Minister, Creq Yool

s We are writing in response to your letter dated 17 July 1995
concerning the reinstatement of State Environmental Planning Policy
No. 15 - Multiple Occupancy (MO)/ We understood from your letter that a
re-appraisal of SEPP 15 was to be undertaken by the Dept. of Urban

- Affairs and Piannmg ' 58— at

O u).e haue nok 2% t/@‘\' ‘b.(ér\ c&m’f‘@o{-éc‘ ow)-vpawl-monj- n e
U Brd  Snd _Bve most ezt Ca-) @/&P& afé’,fao\ avw/(f)

%‘-\ d.w( ‘3:}9‘/\ Tvel/tévﬂ Be bag@_:‘ S’.ol.q,\o{ on 'Hu PV\I"AOH ‘R@Poy.i\

W a-[am Pt t{ou\f aﬂ-"@;}{m Fﬂ\e sevdimanks ,&,I'Sﬁe“feé'“

_  th_OuY |6£(‘€/ JP L mdvl 1995 Fé.\af__m &/vd “; JRA W
R \yzdlew ;E #\? -eo{mex{ Po\uc MB{‘ N W‘au!c\ ().e “fafp:__/]__

. %_ﬂ?ew c\faL _And . lhra-eﬁA bz(aeoe e m.: 2y _Pbe able -
- ke =z ‘?Pecml co v bhien w. Yhis V\eqawck"

. .9, SEPP 15 was an important policy to those of us who live on
' communities on the north coast of New South Wales. It gave many low-
income people an opportunity 1o buy into or establish a fand-sharing
community and provnded low-cost housing opportunities, particularly
important- at times of high unemployment and relatively few secure

1 . rental housing optrons/Houses on MOs are generally owner- -built with
the community providing labour, @ pool of expertise and shared
equipment. Houses are constructed on low-incomes without loans which
encourages use of recycled building materials, on-site materials such

~ as poles, stone or mud bricks, and low cost mater Is such as sand,

sawdust and cement infilly all C’our\als goH {8 -
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3. Many MO communities are to be found utilising land that has little value
in the traditional rural sense because this is the more affordable land
and can be purchased mortgage free. For example, most MOs are
situated on degraded or steep land that is not viable for large scale
residential or economic farming practices. Land use is therefore
devoted to n}all scale agricuiture, horticulture, forestry, wilderness,

e parkland -an Arecreatiorl'. O communities are gradually rehabilitating
their land, eliminating weeds and making a voluntg, contribution to
reforestation. Such land care and repair will be of'1 enefit to future
generations. In addition, on MO communities solar, water or wind
energy and composting toilets are the norm rather than the exception
and most communities collect their own water rather than relying on

 pumping—from-creeks. e Yown Suthly -

¥

4 . A community lifestyle provides many.other benefits. Shared skills
leads to provision of home healing, home burials, home birth#Tlocal
bushfire management, bulk food buying, pooled transport,

- supplementary garden produce, support for single-parent families and
aged residents, shared community childcare and co-operative self-
"employment. Extended family and community living provides a range of
role models for the younger generation and,a-generaity high “quality of
life”. S

5, ldea]ly’ we believe that local Councils should put in place their own
planning policies to permit Mukiple_@gcupancy development of rural

land but this islgea:-ty-net—gemg—ée—eeew—wk-hiﬂ most Councils on the

U ke B
nocth coast and Pos‘sfbluf elseheve .

T ; GRO-C8a5t- (Re—rha ODJECUOm'tnat“TS‘FaI.éé—d when CbUﬂCiIS Considé.f

P Tois maleer & Wege ORRREWY.  Whe e sppronste thot

the malhe _oﬁ_.\ca}e\? 5 wot e planndy mather undev oo
6.1\'1_{.25:'&‘*.%. e w3ke He ‘pﬂ”&oﬂlﬁ? Coraments as _l)aakyrwnd

Indormation . on Hhe evonk Haak Hace M3 be vaired by Yheoe
Con the other side v(‘”ua Hovse. . .. ... ... -

o o The shacad <oke oid by o howohod dependsn
. upen the _S‘{_j{..f?‘e Hhe propedty ond Hhe numbar of

hovse holdors.



Yhie vesol 13 1h_Some—e- Hhose sn Come cammunbies povIRg

_[.e_s,g) #ﬁéﬁﬁaml others O Ve hevse Mah the
. .8\!@r‘a7_e ~wral vesdontiad vofepa%-z_f‘ . Tn the cose gf

QV\L‘_‘_"(, puv h_\é_mb-éws caTH\ a {2-4) amy{lés___ A Aa ,Iarj_e

epody they o ing s(x Ymes Hhe 2raqo PN
[y Falc b T

¥

- fadad
- - —aam - e

T %hau more valuable asset_than the MO res

ident and the assessed

Jend value on-large blocks is less-perhectare than-on-small-lots.

P’L‘ Mo M%L_QMAN” n&fmof%{ o
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o | et ol e D,
h-ed‘a\’f Yoo s Sl bobs

2 e h‘S‘a»th ?{9@4«7 om e

onents of multiple occupancy were genuinely concerned about

who gets a rebate; caravan parkg, ile_home parks, boardinglpouses,
aged retirement units, flats which all have muit cupancy”of fand
O yet pay only one rate, based on land value.

" As 40% of MO residents in the Nimbin district live at Tuntable Falls

rates -a year w 'eh,\b?;zuse of their size, is the lowest rate paid by any
%' w.1 MO community in the tismore Council area. However, at no cost to
\,@1‘% \ Council, Tuntable has pro@é‘d\a\pre-school, a primary school, a
) ! community hall, a shop and postal outlet, a youth club and fire fighting
914(7‘ } equipment. All of these are maintainedMand made avallable
| to the wider community. In addition, as with all M elopments,
Tuntable are responsibie for the upkeep and construction 6 '

‘ internal road network, many residents pool transport and the
i_community helps to maintain Council owned roads.

T

G. Yo us it is clear that the opposition 1o MO development is about far
more than rates. Much of it is based on prejudice and ignorance of a



4.

. lifestyle choice and land ownership option that would be of great
benefit to future generations. Shared land ownership is full of personal
challenges not the least of which include finding constructive ways 1o
resolve conflict, development of negotiation skills, learning to share,
extending trust and open|1es§)m$d a respect for differenc ' '
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£, We understand from discussions with your office that you may be .

<
eventuate we would like to again extend to you an invitation to visit 3

O some ﬁ‘]ultlple &cupancy communities in this area. We feel it would be Q"’é{-

~ " desirable for you to visit both established communities ang, more . 99
recent communities in order to get a feel for the dlversmy and the ‘
evolution of community life /We would be more than happy to arrange an

» iutmerarw Please contact us at the

3

_ visiting the north coast over the December - January period. Should this cﬁ,
z

L]

earliest gpportunity if you are interested: able fu visit this ovea dvringy

o —
— T
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ould apprecnate heanng from you of progress regarding the

reinstatemen 5. Despite rumours to the contrary we have
faith that the Labor party wi e-election promise to
reinstate the policy. -
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: Hon. Craig Knowles MP, _
<Minister “for Urban Affairs and Planning,.
Minister for Housing, o~
PO Box 30 Governor Macquarie Tower,
1 Farrer Place,
Sydney.2001

| S %
@ ‘Dear 'Ministerﬁw-f WM/
" We are writing in response to your letter dated 17 July 199§ _
concerning the reinstatement of State Environmental Planning Policy

@ No. 15 - Multiple Occupancy (MO)” We understood from your letter that a

ce-appraisal of SEPP 15 was to e undertaken by the Dept. of Urban
Affairs and Planning. We are anxious to know if these investigations
have commenced and when SEPP 15 is to be reinstated.

N A SEPP 15 was an important policy to those of us who live on
‘@' . communities on the north coast of New South Wales. It gave many low-
income people an opportunity to buy into or establish a {and-sharing
community and provided low-cost housing opportunities, particularly
" important at times of high unemployment and relatively few secure
- -H7 " rental housing options, Houses jon MOs are generally owner-built with
the community providing labour a pool of expertise and shared
. ‘equipment. Houses are construg::ted on low-incomes without loans which
encourages use of recycled building materials, on-site materials such
as poles, stone or mud bricks, and low cost materials such as sand,
sawdust and cement infill.

5 . Many MO communities are to be found utilising land that has little value
in the traditional rural sense because this is the more affordable land
and can be purchased mortgage| free. For example, most MOs are

-situated on degraded or steep land that is not viabie for large scale
residential or economic farming practices. Land use is therefore
~ devoted to small scale agricul'ture, horticuiture, forestry, wilderness,
“[27 parkland and recreation./MO communities are gradually rehabilitating
their land, eliminating weeds ahd making a voluntary contribution to
reforestation. Such land care and repair will be of benefit to future
generations. In addition, on MO communities solar, water or wind
energy and composting toilets are the norm rather than the exception
- and most communities collect their own water_rather than relying on
9 <pumping-from-ereeks— % 7}&«}-'\ /SUM '




- F

tf‘ A community lifestyle provides rpany other benefits, Shared skills

" leads to provision of home healing, home burials, home births, local
' bushfire management, bulk food Quying, pooled transport, '

supplementary garden produce, slpport for single-parent families and

aged residents, shared community childcare and co-operative seif-
. em'ploymeng/ Extended family and| community living provides a range of
' role models for the younger gengration and a generally high “quality of

life”, - '

Ideally we believe that local Councils should put’in place’ their own
plahning policies % L w‘: ‘Iecupancy deveiopment of rural
land but thig, i, €lear! y,a,ﬂg,ﬁ; b2 8ccurwithin most Councils on the
north coasﬁ}?}' &;e,v;-‘.r bjections|that i,J raised when Councils consider

this matter is thezsbue of rating inequity. Certainly, the larger
W’f}c’)mmunities pay less per house [in rates than the average rural

residential ratepayer. flewever—rating-is_based-en land valu Zand is not
a rate for use of Soncil servicesThe W wier witFFA freehold

/t?tle has a more valuable asset’than thé MO resident and the assessed
l'andA value on large blocks is lesg per hectare than on small lots.
o
If opponents of muitiple occupancy were genuinely concerned about
rating inequity they would be asking questions about the vacant lot
'where no-one lives; the farmer who pays very high rates; the pensioner
@ who gets a rebate; caravan parks, mobile home parks, boarding houses,

. . . 4
aged retirement units, flats which all have' multiple occupancy ’of\land

yet pay only one rate, based on Jand value.
T~ As 40% of MO residents in the|Nimbin district live at Tuntable Fails
C,"J- « ~Go-operative {the first MO community) it’s worth considering Tuntable
C\)(w'/’ a iﬁlé*m\%ilosely. Tuntable pay approximately $65 per house in
rates a year which, because of|their size, is the lowest rate paid by any
%\;—f | MO community in the-Lismore ouncil area. However, at no cost to
\1?)\48(’"\ Council, Tuntable has provided]a pre-school, a primary school, a
I | community hall, a shop and po tal*euggt, a youth club and fire fighting
equipment. All of these are mgintained By~the Co-op and made available
to the wider community. In addition, as with?l‘MO developments,
ﬂ % Tuntable are responsible for the upkeep and construction-of their own
: internal road network, many residents pool transport and the
HVJ)( _community helps to maintain Council owned roads. '
|

é_ To us it is clear that the opppsition to MO development is about far
more than rates. Much of it is based on prejudice and ignorance of a



benefit to future generations. Sh red land ‘ownership ‘is full of personal
. challenges not the least. of which include finding constructive ways to
~ resolve confiict, development of|negotiation skills, learning to share,

ex ing, trust an enness and a respect for difference, cawe v

@_Ptm .g/ ‘J’AA_;’ 84 APWQ-L'\WJJA\E&Q , &V\

E j We understand from discussions with your office that you may be
A\

{fifestyle choice and land ownershF option that would be of great

]

visiting the north coast over the December - January period. Should this
eventuate we would like to agamZextend to you an invitation to visit
ities in this area. We feel it would be

some (muitiple/ 9ccupancy commuy .
desirable for you to visit both established communities ang more W |

0/ recent communities in order to get a feel for the dlversnty nd the
evolution of community life. We/would be more than happy to arrange an
CQ utnnerar:}fgmu_mthm—a—g'- T

. Pleasg _contact us at the
. @ P |
EAni

We would appreciate hearing from you of progress regarding the
reinstatement of SEPP 15. D spite rumours to the contrary we have
faith that the Labor party
reinstate the policy.

earlies pportunity if you are

g

Al honour its pre-election promise to

ﬁcW% # /“ﬂ%
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(4!4:,‘,"*' A W I & 1. COUNGIL
. ﬁ“a&nf} '\QJJ} j\ . P.O. BOX 102,
’ jG I - NIMBIN 2480
. The Minister for Urban Affairs and Plannlng July 16, 1995
Mr Craig Knowles S .
Levet 33, Governor MacQuarie Towers ~
1 Farfer Place =
. SYDNEY NSW 2000
*‘I_,— ; > i i + *
“Dear Craig Knowles, a T~
re: The Minister for Planning's upcoming visit to the North Coast reglon later in July.
The Pan Communlity Councll, as you are no doubt aware, is an organisation which represents
o Multiple Occupancy Communities (MOs) primarily on the North Coast of NSW.
L ot
-~ It is our understanding that you, the Minister for Planning, will be visiting the North Coast of

NSW on or around‘;luly 19-20, 1995.

| We the members of the Pan Community Council would appreciate the opportunity to meet with
'you while you are here. If time permits, we would also appreciate the opportunity o arrange an

inspection for you of a member Multiple Occupancy community.

ln pariicular we would appreciate the opportunity to discuss the urgent need for the

Govemment to reinstate SEPP 15 or similar planning provisions for Multiple Occupancies in

NSW.

Arrangements for this meeting can be made by contacting Simon Clough on telephone
‘ number (066) 88 6217 , or myself, Alan Hill, on telephone number (066) 89 7464 or Facsimile

(066) 88 7552 anytime. :

.



J O DAaNvVIDSON F .

-

¢t 1 E—-—JUL—95S TUE 11 :a1 ALAN HILL 2

if the time does not permit a meeting with you during your visit here later in July, the invilation
is elways open at any time for you or any other Minister visiting this area at any time to meet
with the members of the Pan Community Council. We would also appreciate the opportunity
at any time of arranging an inspection of a member Multiple Occupancy community.
Thanking you in anticipation of your positive consideration of our requests..

We await your reply

Yours sincerely,

A s

Alan Hill Dip.T, B.Se,
/

For and on behalf of the Pan Community Council Coordinators:

Peter Hamitton Architect-Planner Simon Clough TAFE Teacher
Aian Hill Soclal & Environmental Planner fddle Bulvids Architect
Dianna Roberts Councillor, Lismore City Council Rob Doolan Planner
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MINISTER FOR URBAN AFFAIRS AND PLANNING
MINISTER FOR HOUSING

Level 33 Governor Macquarie Tower YOUR REF:

1 F Pi
SYDNEY NSW 2000 - oursers RMLSAS!

PO Box 30 Governur Mucyuarie Tower

{ Farter Mlacc
SYDNEY NSW 2001

Phonc: (02) 228 4499

Fax  (02) 2283716 17 JUL w5

Cr D Roberts _ ’
Pan-Community Council

PO Box 102

NIMBIN NSW 2480

Dear Cr Roberts

| refer to your Iatter of 12 May, 1895 concerning the tormer State Environmental Planning Policy
(SEPP) No 15 - Multiple Occupancy, which as you know, was repealed late in 1994,

In accord with the new Government's pre-election policy | have asked the Department of Urban
Affairs and Planning to report to me concerning a number of current and former State Policies
and | expect to raeceive advice on SEPP No 15 In due course.

Once the raview is complete | will contact you again. Thank you for writing to express the Pan-
Community Coungil's views.

. an Affairs and Planning
Aisten for Hgusing
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PAN-COMMUNITY , 2.’
COUNCIL

P.O. BOX 102,
1 NIMBIN 2480

Hon. Cruig Knowles M.P.

Minister for Planning and Housing,
Parliament House,

Macquarie Street,

SYDNEY 2000
12th May, 1995

Dear Minister Knowles,

Re: STATE ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING POLICY 15 -
MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY

[ write on behalf of the Pan-Community Council (Pan-Com), established in
1989, which is an umbrella organisation for Multiple Occupancy (M.O.)
communitics in northern New South Wales.

Following our representations to Janelle Saffin prior to the recent State
election, we were advised by her of the Party’s support for the reinstatement
of the above Policy. We understand that you were also involved in these '
negotiations.

Pan-Com was very concerned when Robert Webster repealed SEPP 15
without any public consultation on the report and recommendations made by
the consultant engaged by the Department to review this Policy. This was
regrettable, particularly in the light of our repeated unsuccessful requests to
obtain a copy of this report.

Pan-Com is of the view that the M.(). Policy introduced by Premier Carr
during his time_as the Minister tor Planming, has been achieving the aims of
the Policy and has been very effective legislation.

SEPP 15 has enabled a sustainable family lifestyle option not otherwise
available. This is particularly true in enabling owner-built, debt-free housing
for those on low incomes.



In repealing the legistation Minister Webster proposed that M.O. settlement
should be available at the discretion of each local Council.

Lismore City Council. which contains the largest number of M.O.s of any
Council in the State, has declined to amend its LEP to permit new M.O.
applications or to allow the expansion of existing communities.

Many existing M.0. communities have developed on the understanding that
they would be able to expand if and when the need arose, for example when
their children came of age and were looking to construct a house for their
own family. (Such expansion of course, still being within the population
threshold set in the Policy).

Several cases are known to us where existing M.O.s have already been

disadvantaged in this way.

We submit that the above clearly demonstrates the need for a State
Environmental Planning Policy for M.O.

We hence request that the SEPP 15 be reinstated in its present
form, without alteration, as a matter of urgency.

Wc undcerstand that there is a proposal to review all SEPPs. In the event of
this happening we would be happy to participate in a review of SEPP 15 at
that time, and indeed belicve that we may be able to make a special
contribution in this regard.

In conclusion we wish to extend to you a cordial standing invitation to visit
representative M.O. communities in this area. We would welcome the
opportunity to facilitate such a visit when you are next visiting the North
Coast area.

Y ours sincerely,

e SR

Diana Roberts

. Lismore City Councillor

on behalf of Pan-Community. Council
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18 May 1995
reps

The Hon. Craig J. Knowles, MP
Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning and
Minister for Housing

. 12th Floor, Westfield Towers

100 William Street
DARLINGHURST 2010

Dear Craig

I am writing in éupport of the Pan-Community Council’s application to have the State
Environmental Planning Policy 15 - Multiple Occupancy reinstated.

You would well know that a number of conservative farmers were concerned at young people in
particular moving into their communities on multiple occupancy.

I have visited several of these multiple occupancies and they are very valuable to establish
communities for people who may in some cases by otherwise displaced in our community.

The introduction of the MO policy by Bob Carr was'an enlightened advance in planning in New
South Wales.

The greatest opposition to the old SEPP 15 was from National Party supporters. I might say that
part of the reason for this, apart from having “undesirable” neighbours, was the fact that this
skewed the voting towards progressives and did not favour National Party control of Local
Government in particular Lismore and Byron Bay.

I believe that young people and alternative life stylers should have the greatest flexibility possible
to allow them to pursue their lifestyles at an economical cost. I have noted that these multiple
occupancies tend to improve the condition of the land with the planting of rainforest trees and
intensive production of fruit and vegetables. It is my view that the land is actually more
productive with MOs than with dairy farming.

I do hope you will act swiftly on this matter.

With best wishes

RICHARD JONES
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| RECEIVEL
_ 110CT 1995
NEWSOUTHWALES . |
MINISTER FOR URBAN AFFAIRS AND PLANNING
N ' MINISTER FOR HOUSING
éevel 33. ' . — - - YOURREF:
Macquarie To x : :

lg‘:::ro ;Iacicqume e - ‘ ourrer: RML 54753
SYDNEY NSW 2000 A P - '
Phone: (02) 2284499 R S 100CT 1395

Fax: . (02) 2283716 - L

The Hon. Richard Jones MLC
Legislative Council ‘
Parliament House. -

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Mr Jones,,
I write in response to your letter of 18th May where -you state your support for the Pan-
Community Council’s application to re-instate State Environmental Planning Policy No. 15 -

Multiple Occupancy of Rural Land. This policy was-repealed by the former govemment onl
December 1994. The delay i in replying to your letter is regretted

A re-appraisal of SEPP 15 is currently underway by the Department of Urban Affairs and
Planning. Once I have consrdered a report on these mvestlgatrons, I will write to you again
with a dec151on on this matter :

Yours smcerely

for Urban, Affairs and Planning
of for Housing '



Tel: (02) 230 2858 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

PARLIAMENT HOUSE
SYDNEY 2000

Ghe Hon. Richard Jones, M.L.C.




/FAX DOCUMENT FROM PETER HAMILTON

1/560 Paterson Street, Byron Bay, 2481 (066) 858 648 (F/T)

TO: ..o Lhe ,J—anﬁm}\am ..............................................................
FAX No: OR=2.20: 2387

We...ate.. CoNNently
n..the.. hade. that. he wdl be vsiba




FAX DOCUMENT FROM PETER HAMILTON

1/50 Paterson Street, Byron Bay, 2481 (066) 858 648 (F/T)
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21 October 1994 OFFICIAL NOTICES

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT ACT 1979
STATE ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING POLICY No. 42—
MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY OF RURAL LAND (REPEAL)

HIS Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council,

and in pursuance of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act

1979, has been pleased to make the State cuvironmental planning policy

set f_orlh bereunder in accordance with the recommendation made by the
Minister for Planning. '

ROBERT WEBSIER MLC  Minister for Planning.

Sydney, 19 October 1994,
7

Citation
1. This Policy may be cited as State Environmental Planning Policy
No. 42—Multiple Occupancy of Rural Land (Repeal).

Aims, objectives elc.
2. The aims of this Policy are:

(a) to repeal State Environmental Planning Policy No. 15—Multiple
QOccupancy of Rural Land; and

(b) to allow a period of 2 months after the repeal of that Policy for the
determination by a council of development applications made
before the repeal concerning development to which that Policy
applied.

Commencernent
"3, This Policy commences on 1 December 1994.

Definition

4, [n this Policy, “SEPP 15” medns State Environmental Planning
Policy No. 15—Multiple Occupancy of Rural Land.

Land to which this Policy applies

5. This Policy applies to the land to which SEPP 1§ applied
immediately before- its repeal.

Repeal _
6. SEPP 15 is repealed.

Transitional provision

7. (1) A council may, at any time before 1 February 1995, determine a
development application made to it before 1 December 1994 as if SEPP
15 had not been repealed by this Policy.

(2) Such a development application, if not deternined before 1
February 1995, is taken to have been deteriined on that date by the
refusing of consent.

(3) The Land and Enviromment Court may hear and dispose of an
appeal made against a deterrination of a council pursuant to SEPP 15, or
this Policy, as if SEPP 15 ha}Ed 1]\)01 been repealed by this Policy.

N

NEW SQUTH WALES GOVERNMENT GAZETTE No. 143



minister for planning
minister for housing

© 13 October 1994

CHANGES TO MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY PLANNING

_FPollowing an independent review of the State policy on multiple occupancy of
rural land, Minister for Planning and Minister for Housing, Robert Webster,
today announced he would move for its repeal.

In future, local coundils will need to prepare provisions in their local plans for
the assessment of multiple occupancy applications.

' Mr Webster said the use of the policy (State Environmental Planning Policy No.
15 - Multiple Occupancy of Rural Land) had declined since its inception in 1988,

to the point where it no longer had a statewide application.

He said the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 specifies that
State policies can only apply to matters of State significance.

“The review, undertaken by Purdon Associates, found that about 80 per cent of
multiple occupandles are located on the North Coast,” Mr Webster said.

“It is clear that in terms of the extent and range of its use the pohcy is not now
serving a State need.”

‘The Minister said he would seek to make a new policy which would introduce
transitional provisions, enabling applications to be lodged with coundils under
SEPP 15 until 30 November 1994.

“The new SEPP would mean that councils may assess multiple occupancy
. applications, using the provisions of SEPP 15, until 31 January 1995,” Mr Webster
said.

“If councils have not prepared their own provuuons by then, apphcahons will be
assessed using the matters outlined in section 90 of the Act,” Mr Webster said.

end.

telephone 368 2666 facsimile 368 2688
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Sydney Boys High: Ene
innovative and enterpr

A lette
Diréctq

Dear Colleague,

Last week a school princ
phoned a head office s
member and said: I hav
vacancy in my school execu
butIdon't want any of the pec
who are losing their jobs at H
Office to fill the position.”

I would like the same princ
(whose identity is not know
me) to phone me and make
same comment. Ifhe did I wc
tell him these things:

. *Like all staff currentl
head office, the person he ran,
insensitively cannot be sure
his own position. Heis ong‘o_f

Sydney Boys High: Set to become a commercial high-flyer.

leading selective school has

launched into fully
promoting the outside use of its
facilju'es

Asset nch Sydney Boys High

_has cmpé;)_%d)_ﬁm;mua_

Tcral awake > The
move is expected to pull inmdre
than $100,000 per annum within
12 months. ;
Sydney Boysis leasing facilities
to the business sector and to
community groups for a
maximum financial return.

It is also making money by
hiring its buildings o filmcrews
shooting movies and 1o
advertising agencies for
television commercials.

MrCam Lyon, an "old boy™ and
former real estate investment
consultant, was appointed as the
manager of the Sydney High

School Foundation Incorporated

.- the school’s corporate arm.

As a GPS (Great Public School)
member, the school's resources

. havebeen stretchied to cope with

demands. for extra-curricular

activities and it has always

vigorously sought ways to raise
extra funds to offset this
expenditure.

Its facilities were prcwously
managed by the School Council
but, because of the complexities,
it transferred responsibility over
to the Foundation.

Successful

The schoo! had for many years
hired outits facilities on an adhoc
basis but Mr Lyon was
responsible for setting the wheels
of enterprise in motion.

During the Roval Euaster Show
he raised more that $17,000 by

promoting car parking oo the

" school grounds in Moore Park.

Sydney Boys is the first public

" school in Australia to undertake

such an innovative, commcrcnal
venture.

 School Principal Bob Outterside

fully supports the push to make

- the school a viable business

operation.

Before appointing Mr Lyon, Mr
Outterside was responsible for
hiring out the school’s facilities.

He said public schools lie idle for
too Jong each day and. in times
when money was tight,
principals, teachers and parents
should do all they could 1o raise
funds.

Mr Outterside said. in the near
future, the Department of School
Education c¢ould consider

--Continued page 4

people who may be looking
another position in schools.

. All members of
Teaching Service are colleag
whether they are working
schools or regions or head off}

. All efficient public sec
employees, including memt
of the Teaching Service, wh:
posttions are deleted through
fault of their own, are entitlec
preference in consideration
vacant positions for which t
are qualified

. Teaching Service st
whose positions are deleted fr
head office are entitled to, :
will be given, exactly the sa
assistance to gain an appropn
position as school-based st
who are nominated transfers.

. Many head office st
were chosen for their position:
open competition with otl
members of the Teachi
Service. They have be
recognised as outstanding <
highly-committed teachers ¢
leaders in their field.
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' ); ) 4 August 1995
by

" The Hon. Craig Knowies,

~ Minister for Urban Affairs, Minister for Housing,
Level 33, Governor Macquarie Tower,
1 Farrer place,
SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Minister Craig Knowles,

Re: Proposed visit to a Multiple Occupancy community.

In our letter of 16 July 1995 we extended to you an invitation to meet with members of
our Council and if possible to visit a member Multiple Occupancy community.

Having in mind that Muitiple Occupancies are located in rural areas and that such
properties are often large and dwelling sites often scattered due to the terrain we
recommend that a minimum of about four hours should be allowed to permit a
comfortable inspection and time for transport. .

To give you an overview of one such Multiple Occupancy | enclose herewith "The
Bodhl Farm Story" Album. .

| would appreciate it if you wouid return same to me at the below address, at your
convenience.

Yours Sincerely,

Peter Hamilton
Co-ordinator, Multiple Occupancy Remstatement Collectlve

Address: 1/50 Paterson Street, Byron Bay, NSW 2481
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BYRON SHIRE NEWS, JULY 26, 1995 1

nywhere else in the world, it
A probably would have been a strange
mix .
A Government minister holding a Press
conference at a beachside picnic table
surrounded by members of the local media
(naturally), environmental activists,
Aboriginal activists, at least one prominent
developer and several people representing
concemed local interest groups — all wanting
a piece of his time.
But at Byron Bay, the gathering barely rated
a look from the oh, so cool people lucky
enough to be enjoying some brilliant early
afternoon winter sunshine in Apex Park at
Byron Bay's Main Beach..
Well, maybe a sideways look when the
television news crew started to film and
photographers started clicking away.
For Mr Knowles, his trip was a “listen” and
“learn” exercise. He was on the Far North
Coast to inspect what a preceding Press
release described as key sites in need of
environmental protection.
The release quoted him as saying that the
Government’s new Coastal Policy signalled
its intention to protect the environment of the
North Coast from “unsympathetic
development”.
And as part of the Government’s
commitment to preserving the North Coast
he had decided to call a halt to the “Davkin
tourist development proposal.”
Well, not quite true as it turned out.
The “Davkin tourist development proposal”
relates to the application by the Taylor family
for tourist cabins on their property at Broken
Head, adjacent to Taylors Lake.
Approval already has been given by the
Byron Shire Council for seven cabins and the
family was seeking approval for a further

Buttonholed: Mr Knowles and Mr Vidgen in deep conversation in Apex Park

Getting lunch not easy
when you're a Minister

| By GARY CHIGWIDDEN

three, closer to the lake.
To'allow the further three cabins, the council
sought a variation to the shirewide LEP which
basically would allow it to use some flexibility .
in deciding wetland boundaries throughout the

entire shire.

And it is this variation that the minister smd he
had refused — thus putting the kybosh on the
three cabins.

He suggested that the council should approach
the Government on a site-specific basis on the
issue of wetlands boundaries.

[

Then there was, what the Press release called,
the North Ocean Shores “site.”

This, the Minister is recorded in the release as
saying, will be purchased by the Government
and turned into a national park.

All of which was news to Chum Vidgen, the
bloke who actually owns the “site”.

Alerted to the conteiits of the Press release,
Chum, who is based in Brisbane, turned up at
the Beach Hotel (the scheduled site of a Press
conference at 1.50 pm} at lunch-time on
Wednesday to front the minister and find out
what was going on.

He had heard nothing from anyone in the
Government and naturally was anxious to find .
out what it was all about.

1 Basically, not too much.
| The *site™ purchase referred to in the Press

release related to the already well-publicised

| Government plan to purchase 325 ha of Mr

Vidgen's land - and nothing further.

But after inspecting the site with
representatives of the conservation group,
CONOS, Mr Knowles said he would be -
talking to the Environment Minister, Pam
Allan about extending the Interim Protection
Order that she placed over 500ha of Mr
Vidgen’s land. .

Shortly after which the minister pleaded with
the media and assembled onlookers (o be
excused so he could take a lunch and call of
nature break — probably not in that order.
However-he had to hold on a little bit longer
on the walk across the park to the Beach
Hotel, as Mr Vidgen and other concerned
citizens finally got to have a piece of his time.
I didn’t stick around to hear the results of
those talks, but [ irust Mr Knowles finally had
some lunch - and made it to the men’s room
without disgracing himself.

-
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Frontier Festival has

Billinudgel swinging

ilinudgel staged its eighth annual
B Frontier Festival on Saturday - and
once again it was a big success.’
A major altraction was the World Poker
Championship, which was won by Ted Carroll
of New Brighton.
Another highlight was the entertainment
provided by the 18-piece swing band, Swing
Pacifica, pictured above.

Residents to have say on wards

estdents will get their chance to have a
R say on the introduction of wards with

the Byron Shire Council voting last
week to hold a referendum on the issue in
conjunction with the Seplember 9 local
government elections.
And what residents will be asked is whether or
not they favour the reduction in the number of
councillors from 10 to 9, including the mayor
and the division of the shire into four wards —
one of three options put forward by the
council’s solicitors, Henningham and Ellis-
Jones. ‘
The other two options were:
« Do you favour the division of the Byron
local government area into three wards?
+ Do you favour the increase in the number of
councillors from 10 to 13, including the
mayor, and the division of the Byron local
government area into four wards?
Under a four-ward system, voters would have

to elect two councillors for each ward with the
mayor being clected on a shirewide basis.
Additionally, the voting system would change
from the proportional system to the optional
preferential system.

An information package on the referendum
question is to be prepared by consultants
Purdon Assotiates Pty Ltd which will be
posted to everyone in the shire on the electoral
roll. )

Cr Gwyn James said he strongly supported a
referendum on wards “because it will clear
the air once and for all”, )

Cr James said he favoured four wards and
wasn’t fussy whether each ward was
represented by two or three councillors.
However, Cr Rhonda Ellis, said she was not
concerned with which option was put to the
people, because she believed voters would see
that none of them were in their interests.

Meeting supports festival plan

community-based Byron Bay Whale
A Festival seems almost certain to go

ahead next year in July after a public
meeting last Thursday unanimously endorsed
the idea.
More than 30 people representing a wide
cross-section of the community attended the
meeting, organised by the chairman of the
Byron Shire Arts Council, Michael Malloy.
Mr Malloy described the support as
“overwhelming” and the town had “finally

found an issue we can agree on”.
He eaid effarte now wonld he cancentrated on

seeking funding and sponsorship for the
festival, including an application for funding
under the Federal Government's Creative
Nation program.

Further discussions would be held with the

" Cape Byron Headland Reserve Trust to ensure

a close relationship between the festival and
the Whale watch weekend, he said.

Talks also would be held with the major
cominunity groups in the town with the aim of
identifying events for the festival.

Mr Malloy again reiterated that the festival
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B YOUR HEALTH

With homoeopath LESLEY
MEREDITH, Te! 855 491

dolescence is often a fraught time for

both parents and teens.

At a homoeopathic conference recently
this topic was being discussed in light of which
remedies had proven to be helpful.

The guest speaker made the observation that
our culture has turned adolescence into a
social disease. -

He went on 1o say that this was a result of our
.westem ideals of nuclear family, education, ]
home ownership, delayed family etc. etc.

He reminded us that for most of us there was
only one thing on our mind as we became
increasingly driven by our hormones and this
had not changed today despite society values
shifting towards things that inevitably delay to
some extent sexuality and procreation.

With this in mind, | wrote today’s column about
two common problems that asise at this time.
Depression: This is a common problem and
often relates to times of pressure from exams,
job seeking, lack of job opportunities, drug
taking or a failed retationship.

The depression can be mild or can be suicidal.
Signs to be aware of are withdrawal from
family and friends, spending lots of time alone,
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