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MINISTER FOR URBAN AFFAJRS AND PLANNThjGI 

MINISTER FOR HOUSIThG  

Councillor Diana Roberts 
Pan-Community Council 

P0 Box 102 
NIMBIN NSW 2480 

Dear Ms. Roberts. 

The Hon Paul Whelan LLB MP, Acting Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning, Acting Minister 
for .1-lousing has asked me to respond on his behalf to your colTe.spondence concerning the re-
instatement of State Environmental Planning Policy No, 15 - Multiple Occupancy of Rural Land. 

Tim Policy was repealed on 1 December 1994 by the fomier government. As you are aware a re-

appraisal of multiple occupancy and SEPP IS is underway in the Department of Urban Affairs and 
Planning. It is expected that this appraishl will be completed shortly. The Minister has noted the 
ConCerns raised in your letter in regard to timing and issues to bE covered in the review, and has 

asked the Department to take these matters into consideration its part of its current re-examination 
of multiple occupancy. 

The Minister acknowledges your offer to participate in areview of the Policy and to visit multiple 

Occupaucy corruhlurlities in your area. Uowever, until the Minister has'considered the Department's 
report, it wouldr,ot he appropriate çø respond to these suggestions.. 

Thank you for bri Iging your concerns to the Minister's attcntion, 	N-, 	• 	• 	- 

You rs  

5te.ve' UaXter 

Acting Chief of Staff 
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4 
MINISTER FOR URBAN AFFAJRS AND PLANNING 

MINISTER FOR ROUSING 

COUIIC1IIOF Diana Roberts 
Pan-Community Council 

P0 Box 102 
NIMBIN NSW 2480 

Dear Ms Roberts. 

The Hon Paul Whelan LLB MP, Acting Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning, Acting Minisier 
for I-lousing has asked inc to respond on his behalf to your correspondence concerning the re-
instatement of State Environmental Planning Policy No. IS - Multiple Occupancy of Rural Land. 

The Polici was repealed on 1 December 1994 by the former government. As you are aware a re-
appraisal of multiple occupancy and SEPP IS is underway in the Department of Urban Affairs and 
Planning. It is expected that this appraisal will h ompleted shortly. The Minister has noted the 
concerns raised in your letter in regard to timing and issues to be covered in the review, and has 

asked the Department tD take these matters into consideration us part of its current ic-examination 
of multiple occupancy. 

The Ministcr acknowledges your offer to participate in a review of the Policy and to visit multiple 
occupau.cy  coruttlunities in your area. However, until the Minister has considered the Department's 
report, it would no be appropriate to respond t.o these suggestions. 

l'hank you for bringing your concerns to the Minister's attention. 

YOU rs  

S terB akte r 
Actinr Chief of Stall 
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PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL ... 

,Q•; BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 	., 

Hon. Craig Knowles MP, 
Minister for Housing and 
Mini5ter for Urban Affairs and Planning. 
P0 Box 30 Governor Macquaie 'lower, 
I Earrer Place, 
Sydney 2001 

November 29, 1995 

Dear Minister Craig Knowles, 

We are writing in response to your letter dated 17 July 1995 concerning the reinstatement of 
State Environmental Planning Policy No. 15- Multiple Occupancy.(MO). 

We understood from your letter that a reappraisal of SEPP 15 was to be undertakenby the 
Dept. of Urban Affairs and Planning. We have not as yet been contacted by your Department in 
this regard and are most concerned (a) at the delay and (h) that any such review be based solely 
on the Purdon report. We again draw your attention to the sentiments expressed in our letter of 
12 May 1995, that in any review of the former policy we would be "happy to participate and 
indeed believe wemay be able tomake  a special contribution in this regard". 

SEPP 15 was an important policy to those,ofIbs ,09 live on communities on the north coast 
of New South Wales. It gave many low-incme people an opportunity to buy into or establish 
a land-sharing community and provided lv-cost housingdpportunities, particularly important 
at times of high unemployment and relatk'el y few secu,é'renta1 housing options. 

Houses on MOs are generally owner-built with the community providing labour, a tool of 

expertise and shared equipment. Houses are constn.icted on low-incomes without loans which 
encourages use of recycled building materials, on-site materials such as poles, stone or mud 
bricks, and low cost materials such as sand, sawdust and cement IMIII, all to Council's 
satisfactibn. 



2. 

Many MO communities are to be found utilising land that has little value in the traditional 

rural sense because this is the more affordable land and can be purchased mortgage free. For 

example, most MOs are situated on degraded or steep land that is not viable for large scale 

residential or economic farming practices. Land use is therefore devoted to small scale 

agriculture, horticulture, forestry, wilderness, parkiand and recreational purposes. MO 

communities are gradually rehabilitating their land, eliminating weeds and making a voluntary 

contribution to reforestation. Such land care and repair will be of State benefit to future 

generations. In addition, on MO communities solar, waterer wind energy and composting 

toilets are the norm rather than the exception and most communities collect their own water 

rather than relying on the town supply. 

A community lifestyle provides many other benefits. Shared skills leads to provision of 

home healing, home burials, lome birthing, local bushfire management, bulk food buying, 

pooled transport, supplementary garden produce, support for single-parent families and aged 

residents, shared com'munity chitdcare and co-operative selfemployment. Extended family and 

community living provides a range of role models for the younger generation and affords a 

high "quality of life". 

Ideally we believe that local Councils should put in place their own planning policies to 

perthit Multiple Occupancy development of rural land but this is yet to happen for most 

Councils on the north coast and possibly elsewhere. One of the main objections that is raised 

when Councils consider this matter is the claim of there being a rating inequity. While we 

appreciate that the matter of rating is not a planning matter under your jurisdiction we make the 

following comments as background information in the event that this may be raised by those on 

the other side of the House; 

On MOs the share of rates paid by a household depends upon the size of the property and the 

number of houses. This results in those on some communities paying les, and others more, 

per house than the average rural residential ratepayer. In the case of one of our members with a 

few families one large properly they are paying three times the average rural residential rate. If 

opponents of multiple occupancy were genuinely concernedabout rating inequity they would 

be asking questions about caravan parks, mobile home parks, boarding houses, aged 

retirement units and flats which all have "multiple occupancy" of the land yet pay oniy one rate, 

based on land value. 

To us it is clear that the opposition to MO development is about far more than rates: Much of it 

is based on prejudice and ignorance of a lifestyle choice and land ownership option that would 

be of great benefit to future generations. Shared land ownership is full of personal challenges 

not the least of which include finding constructive ways to resolve conflict, development of 

negotiation skills, learning to share, extending trust and openness, a respect for differences and 

the building of a rewarding lifestyle for ourselves and our children. 
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As you may have been advised, we made ourselves available to assist the Department's 

consultant, Purdori & Associates, in the conduct of their review of the PolicS'. We j,laced on 

record at the time that aspects of the survey methodology were severely flawed and drew 

attention to the fact that conclusions based on such data were therefore subject to being flawed. 

This pmved to be the case. 

You may not be aware however that the findings, conclusions and recommendations made by 

Purdon 'swere not made available to us until some five months later, which was after the repeal 

of the Policy by Minister Webster. We believe a serious miscarriage ofjustice occurred when 

the former Minister denied usthe opportunity to seethe report and be heard before making a 

decision that  so materially affected our interests. We were advised that at law "procedural 

fairness" had not been followed by your predecessor. However, we refrained from taking 

action at that time due to the pending State election. 

It is for these reasons that we now seek a partnership arrangement in the review of the Policy. 

We are willing and able to bring a high degree of expertise and experience to any 

comprehensive review process. We seek your support to this end. 

We understand from discussions with your office that you may be visiting the north coast 

over the December - January period. Should this evenmate we would like to again extend to 

you an invitation to visit some Multiple Occupancy communities in this area. We feel it would 

be desirable for you to visit both established commuijities and more recent communities in 

order to get a feel for the diversity of our form of housing and the evolution of community life. 

We would be more than happy to arrange an itinerary to suit your convenience. Please contact 

us at the earliest opportunity if you are able to visit this area during the forthcoming 

Parliamentary recess. 

We would appreciate the opportunity to discuss with you a strategy for the review and 

reinstatement of the former Policy, 

Yours sincerely, 

Diana Roberts 

Lismore City Councillor 

Co couvenor PanCoaninuiiiry Council 

.4, 
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Hon. Craig Knowles MP, 
Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning, 

Minister for Housing, 

PD Box 30 Governor Macquane Tower, 

1 Fairer Place, 

Sydney 2001 

Dear Minister, 
We are writing in response to your letter dated 17 July 1995 
concerning the reinstatement of State Environmental Planning Policy 
No. 15 - Multiple Occupancy (Ma)- We understood from your letter that a 

re-apprwsa! of SEP 1 5 was to be undertaken by the Dept. of ,  Urban 

Affairs and Planning. We are anxious to know if these investigations 

have commenced and when SEPP 1  5 is to be reinstated. 

SEPP 15 was an important pohcv to those of us who live on 

communities on the north coast of New South Wales. it gave many low 

income people an opportunity to buy into or estabi;sh a land-sharing 
commun4ty and provided low-cost housing opportunities 1  particularly 

rnortant at times of high unemployment and relatively few secure 

rental housing options. Houses on MOs are generally owner-built with 
the community providing labour, a pool of expertise and shared 
equipment. Houses are constructed on low-incomes without loans which 
encourages use of recycled building materials, on-site materials such 
as poles, stone or mud bricks, and tow cost materials such as sand, 

sawdust and cement irifilL 

Many MO communities are to be found utilising land that has little value 

in the traditional rural sense because this is the more affordable jand 

and can be purchased mortgage free. For example, most MOs are 
situated on degraded or steep land that is riot viable for large scale 
resider al or economic larming practices. Land use is therefore 

devoted to small scale agriculture, horticulture, forestry, wilderness, 
parkland and recreation. MO communities are gradually rehabilitating 
their land. eliminating weeds and maktng a voluntary contribution to 

reforectatitl Such land care and repair will be of benefit to futuie 

ynerations. In addition, on MO communities solar, water or wind 

iergy and composting toilets are the norm rather than the exception 
J most communities collect their o.-i water rather than relying on 

pumping from creeks. 

A 
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A community lifestyle provides many other benefits. Shared skills 
leads to provision of home healing, home burials, home births, local 
bushfire management, bulk food buying, pooled transport, 
supplementary garden produce, support for single-parent families and 
aged residents, shared community childcare and co-operative self-
employment Extended family and community living provides a range of 
role models for the younger generation and a generally high "quality of 

life". 

Ideally we believe that local Councils should put in place their own 

planning policies to permit multiple occupancy development of rural 
land but this is clearly not going to occur within most Councils on the 
north coast. The main objection that is raised when Councils consider 
this matter is the issue of rating inequity. Certainly, the larger 
communities pay less per house in rates than the average rural 
residential ratepayer. However, rating is based on land value and is not 
a rate for use of Council services. The rural landowner with freehold 
title has a more valuable asset than the MO resident and the assessed 
land value on large blocks is less per hectare than on small tots. 

If opponents of multiple occupancy were genuinely concerned about 

rating inequity they would be asking questions about the vacant lot 
where no-one lives; the farmer who pays very high rates; the pensioner 
who gets a rebate; caravan parks, mobile home parks, boarding houses, 
aged retirement units, flats which all have multiple occupancy of land 

yet pay only one rate, based on land value. 

As 40% of MO residents in the Nimbin district live at Tuntable Falls 
tA7'.y 	Co-operative (the first MO community) it's worth considering Twitable 

a little more closely. Tuntable pay approximately $65 per house in 
rates a year which, because of their size, is the lowest rate paid by any 

J MO community in the Lismore Council area. However, at no cost to 

Council, Tuntable has provided a pre-school, a primary school, a 

community hail, a shop and postal outlet, a youth club and fire fighting 
equipment. AU of these are maintained by the co-op and made available 

/ to the wider community. In addition, as with all MO developments, 
/ Tuntable are responsible for the upkeep and construction of their own 

internal road network, many residents pool transport and the 
community helps to maintain Council owned roads. 

To us it is clear that the opposition to MO development is about far 
more than rates. Much of it is based on prejudice and ignorance of a 
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lifestyle choice and land ownership option that would be of great 
benefit to future generations. Shared land ownership is full of personal 
challenges not the least of which include finding constructive ways to 
resolve conflict, development of negotiation skills,, learning to share, 

extending trust and openness and a respect for difference. 

We understand from discussions with your office that you may be 
visiting the north coast over the December - January period. Should this 

eventuate we would like to again extend to you an invitation to visit 
some multiple occupancy communities in this area. We feel it would be 
desirable for you to visit both established communities and more 
recent communities in order to get a feel for the diversity and the 
evolution of community fife. We would be more than happy to arrange an 

itinerary for you within a given time frame. Please contact us at the 
earliest opportunity if you are interested. 

We would appreciate hearing from you of progress regarding the 

reinstatement of SEPP 15. Despite rumours to the contrary we have 
faith that the Labor party will honour its pre-elecdon promise to 
reinstate the policy. 
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PAN-COMMUNITY 

COUNCIL 

P.O. BOX 102, 

NIMBIN 2480 

Hon. Craig Knowles MP. 

Minister for Housing and 

Minister for Urban Affairs and Manning. 

P0 Box 30 Governor Macquarie lower, 

I Farrer Place, 

Sydney 2001 

November29, 1995 

Dear Minister Craig Knowles, 

We are writing in reponse to your letter dated 17 July 1995 concerning the reinstatement of 

State EnWronniental Planning Policy No. 15- Multiple 0ccupancy(MO). 

We understood from your letter that a reappraisal of SEPP 15 was to be undertaken by the 

Dept. of Urban Affairs and Planning. We have not as yet been contacted by your Department in 

this regard and are most concerned (a) at the delay and (h) that any such review be based solely 

on the Purdon report. We again draw your attention to the sentiments expressld in our letter of 

12 May 1995, that in any review of the former policy we would be "happy to participate and 

indeed believe we may be able to make a special contribution in this regard". 

SEPP 15 was an important policy to those of us who live on communities on the north coast 

of New South Wales. It gave many low-income people an opportunity to buy into or establish 

a land-sharing community and provided low-cost housing opportunities, particularly important 

at times of high unemployment and relatively few secure rental housing options. 

Houses on MOs are generally owner-built with the community providing labour, a pool of 

expertise and shared equipment. Houses are constructed on low-incomes without loans which 

encourages use of recycled building materials, on-site materials such as poles, stone or mud 

bricks, and low cost materials such as sand, sawdust and cement mull, all to Council's 
satisfaction. 
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Many MO communities are to be found utilising land that has little value in the traditional 

rural sense because this is the more affordable land and can be purchased mortgage free. For 

example, most M.Os are situated on degraded or steep land that is not viable for large scale 

residential or economic fanning practices. Land use is therefore devoted to small wale 

agriculture, horticulture, forestry, wilderness, parkiand and recreational purposes. MO 

communities are gradually rehabilitating their land, eliminating weeds and making a voluntary 

contribution to reforestation. Such land care and repair will be of State benefit to future 

generations. In addition, on MO communities solar, water or wind energy and composdng 

toilets are the norm rather than the exception and most communities collect their own water 

rather than relying on the town supply. 

A community lifestyle provides many other benefits. Shared skills leads to provision of 

home healing, home burials, home birthing, local bushf'ire management, bulk food buying, 

pooled transport, supplementary garden produce, support for single-parent families and aged 

residents, shared community childcare and co-operative self employment. Extended family and 

community living provides a range of role models for the younger generation and affords a 

high "quality of life". 

Ideally we believe that local Councils should put in place their own planning policies to 

permit Multiple Occupancy development of rural land but this is yet to happen for most 

Councils on the north coast and possibly elsewhere. One of the main objections that is raised 

when Councils consider this matter is the claim of there being a rating inequity. While we 

appreciate that the matter of rating is not a planning matter under your jurisdiction we make the 

following comments as background infonnation in the event that this may be raised by those on 

the other side of the House. 

On MOs the share of rates paid by a household depends upon the size of the property and the 

number of houses. This results in those on some communities paying less, and others more, 

per house than the average rural residential ratepayer. In the case of one of our members with a 

few families on a large property they are paying three times the average rural residential rate. If 

opponents of multiple occupancy were genuinely concerned about rating inequity they would 

be asking questions about caravan parks, mobile home parks, boarding houses, aged 

retirement units and flats which all have "multiple occupancy" of the land yet pay only one rate, 

based on land value. 

To us it is clear that the opposition to MO development is about far more than rates. Much of it 

is based on prejudice and ignorance of a lifestyle choice and land ownership option that would 

be of great benefit to future generations. Shared land ownership is full of personal challenges 

not the least of which include finding constructive ways to resolve conflict, development of 

negotiation skills, learning to share, extending trust and openness, a respect for differences and 

the building of a rewarding lifestyle for ourselves and our children. 
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As you may have been advised, we made ourselves available to assist the Department's 

consultant, Purdon & Associates, in the conduct of their review of the Policy. We placed on 

record at the time that aspects of the survey methodology were severely flawed and drew 

attention to the fact that conclusions based on such data were therefore subject to being flawed. 

This proved to be the ease. 

You may not be aware however that the findings, conclusions and recommendations made by 

Purdon's were not made available to us until some five months later, which was after the repeal 

of the Policy by Minister Webster. We believe a serious miscarriage ofjustice occurred when 

the former Minister denied us the opportunity to see the report and be heard before making a 

decision that so materially affected our interests. We were advised that at law "procedural 

fairness" had not been followed by your predecessor. However, we refrained from taking 

action at that time due to the pending State election. 

It is for these reasons that we now seek a partnership arrangement in the review of the Policy. 

We are willing and able to bring a high degree of expertise and experience to any 

comprehensive review process. We seek your support to this end. 

We understand from discussions with your office that you may be visiting the north coast 

over the December - January period. Should this eventuate we would like to again extend to 

you an invitation to visit some Multiple Occupancy communities in this area. We feel it would 

be desirable for you to visit both established communities and more recent communities in 

order to get a feet for the diversity of our form of housing and the evolution of community life. 

We would be more than happy to arrange an itinerary to suit your convenience. Please contact 

us at the earliest opportunity if you are able to visit this area during the forthcoming 

Parliamentary recess. 

We would appreciate the opportunity to discuss with you a strategy for the review and 

reinstatement of the fanner Policy. 

Yours sincerely, 

Diana Roberts 

Lismore City Councillor 

Co coovenor Pan.Conuitunity Council 
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To be completed by female Permanent AndHzi' staff members wishing to, 
nominate another staff member for the position of Spokeswoman. 	 I 

NOMINATION FOR SPOKESWOMAN (1994/95 - 1995/96)  

agree to stand for the position of 
SPOKESWOMAN. 

Signature of Nominee: 	Date:______________ 

(work) Telephone:________________________________________ 

Nominated 	 Date:_______________ 

I would like the following information to be used in support of my nomination. 

Return to: 	The Returning Officer 
Marie Besson 

• - • North Coast Regional- OfficeS
P0 Box 422 
LISMORE NSW 2480 

Closing Date: 	12 August 1994 

Please mark the envelope "CONFIDENTIAL" 
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kon. Caig Knowles NIP, 
c!nster for Urban Affairs and 

P0 Box 30 Governor Macquarie 

1 Farrer Place, 
Sydney 2001 

Planning, 

Tower, 

Dear MiniStec°1 	t4êP 

We are writing in response to your letter dated 17 July 1995 
concerning the reinstatement of tate Environmental Planning Policy 
No. 1 5. - 'Multiple OccUpancy (M0)/We understood from your letter that a 

J 	re-appraisal of SEPP 15 was to be undertaken by the Dept. of Urban 

Affair§ and Planning. -We are apiieus to knew if the invastigatiefls 

have gemmenced and when SEPP 15 is tQ be reinstated. 
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•b 	
SEPP 15 was an important policy to those of us who live on 
communities on the north coast of New South Wales. It gave many low-
income people an opportunity to buy into or establish a land-sharing 
community and provided tow-cost housing opportunities, particularly 
important at times of high unemployment and relatively few secure 

IF 	
rental housing options/Houses on MOs are generally owner-built with 

• - 	- the, community providing labour, a pool of expertise and shared 

• 

	

	equipment. Houses are constructed on low-incomes without loans which 
encourages use of recycled building materials, on-site materials such 

- 	as pOles, stone or mud bricks, and low cost materi,ls such as sand, 

• 	sawdust and cement infi!j, alt '1b Coun.e-4 	gifjc10.tt- 



. 	
Many MO communities are to be found utilisirig land that has little value 
in the traditional rural sense because this is the more affordable land 
and can be purchased mortgage free. For example, most MOs are 
situated on degraded or steep land that is not viable for large scale 
residential or economic farming practices. Land use is therefore 
devoted to maII scale agriculture, horticulture, forestry, wilderness, 

H' 

	

	
parkland and?creatior14O communities are gradually rehabilitating 
their land, eliminating weeds and making a voluntj,jontribution to 
reforestation. Such land care and repair will be of 1 enefit to future 
generations. In addition, on MO communities solar, water or wind 
energy and cdmposting toilets are the norm rather than the exception 
and most communities collect their own water rather than relying on 
pumping from creeks. i4'.e ' -on 

A community lifestyle provides mariy.other benefits. SharedskiIls 
leads to provision of home healing, home burials, home birtl).ØlocaI 
bushlire management, bulk food buying, pooled transport, 
supplementary garden produce, support for single-parent families and 
aged residents, shared community childcare and co-operative self- 
empibyment. Extended family arid community living provides a range of 
role models for the younger generation anci,a-genefeffy high "quality of 

life". 	
pt3cLtótS 

5 	
ldeafly we believe that local Councils should put in place their own 

Q 
planning policies to permit P4ultiple8ccupancy developtnent of rural 
land but this is clearly not going to occur within most Councils on the 

no-d4 coasI' aA p.ociMcç esetuhiv'€. 

........oojectioñ$tnatis ?aiEd when Councils consider 

- 	 1? this mat er 9H%y 	of;ine4itY. Wki(4 	affre*eHt4 
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. 	. 	 Cr46i4,1t4c larger - 	- 

àômunities pa9 lescper house in-rfle than the average rural 
residential ratep3yer. Howe"ec rati9_is_bassd=ogJaa4valiSeafld1S-fl64 

a rate for use of Council seriicg. 1-hp rural landowner with freehold 

• title has mnrP v31u2h1e :c5et thnn the Mre.sident and the assessed 

4tnd value on 

a cprooJt1  cOo N\e,4gy'4 AI(L noi'wno4ç' 

4ak&4s OCCOO'b 	 . &. Savin7 -ç?o wtikc 
1.  

onents of multiple occupartcywere genuinely concerned about 
rating me 	ey would be asking questions about the vacant lot 

s very high rates; the pensioner where no-one lives, t 	er who pay 
who gets a rebate; caravan parks, 	home parks, boardinghouses, 
aged retirement units, flats which all have ffiUftipfecupancy of 

10 	yet pay only one rate, based on land value. 	
V 

As 40% of MO residents in the Nimbin district live at Tuntable Falls 
-o erative (the first MO community) it's worth considering Tuntable 

a little 	e closely. Tuntable pay approximately $65 per house in 
rates a year w cbbecause of their size, is the lowest rate paid by any 

ç' 	MO community in thtismore Council area. However, at no cost to 
Council, Tuntable has proid&-&.pre-school, a primary school, a 
community hall, a shop and postaC6fltIeta youth club and fire fighting 
equipment. All of these are maintained byitre-Coop and made available 
to the wider community. In addition, as with all Mtrdeee[opments; 
Tuntable are responsible for the upkeep and constructionf -tbQr own 
internal road network, many residents pool transport and the 

\community helps to maintain Council owned roads. 

To us it is clear that the opposition to MO development is about far 
more than rates. Much of it is based on prejudice and ignorance of a 



lifestyle choice and land ownership option that would be of great 

benefit to future generations. Shared land ownership i full of personal 
challenges not the least of which include finding constructive ways to 
resolve conflict, develbpment of negotiation skills, learning tp share, 
extending trust and opennesbood a respect for differencJj 
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We ijnderstand from discussions with your office that you may be 
visiting the north coast over the December - January period. Should this 0,s 

eventuate we would like to again extend to you an invitation to visit 
462 

some 4ultiple &cupancy communities in this area. We feel it would he 

desirable for you to visit both established communities and. more 

recent communities in order to get a feel for the divérsityandthe 

evolution of community life./We would be more than happy to arrange an 

? 

5 ftinerary4or you within a given tim 	me e fra 
interoctod. 

Please contact us at the 
abk tu ni+ 1&c 	a'c.ea bet I earliest 	pportunity if you are 

- 
teccc 

ould appreciate hearing from you of progress regarding the 

reinstate the policy. 
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Hon. Craig Knowles MP, 	
. 

.t5 
P0 Box 30 Governor Macquarie Twer, 

1 Farrer Place, 
Sydney2001 

Dear Minister6t-'j j¼111a,9t-t$ 

• We are writing in response to 
concerning the reinstatement 
No: i - Multiple Occupancy (M 

• re-appraisal of SEPP 15 was to 
Affairs and Planning. We are a 
have commenced and when SEF 

a .  SEPP 15 was an important polic 
éommunities on the north coasi 
income people an opportunity t 
community and provided low-c 
important at times of high une 

• rental housing options/Houses 
the community providing labour 
equipment. Houses are constru 
encourages use of recycled bi 
as poles, stone or mud bricks, 
sawdust and cement infill. 

Many MO communities are to I 
in the traditional rural sense b 
and can be purchased mortgag 

• situated on degraded or steep 
residential or economic farmin 
devoted to small scale agricu 
parkiand and recreation/MO c 
their land, eliminating weeds 2 

reforestation. Such land care z 
• generations. In addition, on MC 

energy and composting toilets 

9 .=-pumpingArom-er-eeks-- 
and most communities collect 

/4 

ir letter dated 17 July 1995 
State Environmental Planning Policy 
'We understood from your letter that a 
undertaken by the Dept. of Urban 

ous to know if these investigations 
15 is to be reinstated. 

to those of us who live on 
of New South Wales. It gave many low-
buy into or establish a land-sharing 

St housing opportunities, particularly 
iployment and relatively few secure 

MOs are generally owner-built with 
a pool of expertise and shared 
ted on low-incomes without loans which 
ding materials, on-site materials such 
rd low cost materials such as sand, 

found utilising land that has little value 
cause this is the more affordable land 
free. For exathple, most MOs are 
3nd that is not viable for large scale 
practices. Land use is therefore 
ure, horticulture, forestry, wilderness, 
mmunities are gradually rehabilitating 
ci making a voluntary contribution to 

id repair will be of benefit to future 
communities solar, water or wind 
re the norm rather than the exception 
heir own water rather than relying on 
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A community lifestyle provides I 

leads to provision of home healij 
bushfire management; bulk food 
supplementary garden produce, 

/ aged residents, shared communi 
., employmen/Extended family 891 

role models for the younger gh 
life''. 

Ideally we believe that locaJ,$o\ 
• 	 planning policies to 

c2) 	
4tfo I 

land but 
north coas(Tf4TéëtiOn 

• 	9' 	this matter k 'Thflséue 'of ratin 
C'\ / 

has a more valuablMaset t 
lanc?value on large blocks is les 

any other benefits. Shared skills 

;, home burials, home births, local 
uying, pooled transport, 
ipport for single-parent families and 

,' 
childcare and co-operative self-

community living provides a range of 
ation and a generally high "quality of 

:iLs should put in place' their own 
cupancy development of rural 

b"ccu wft-hin most Councils on the 
%at i%' raised when Councils consider 
inequity. Certainly, the larger 	/C 

rates than the average ruraj..-.-" 
ina-is-base4-on land valuePmnd is not 

in th( MO ieidéritind[thè assessed 
per hectare than on small lots. 

If opponents of multiple occupa 
• 	rating inequity they would be a 

- where no-one lives; the farmer 
who gets a rebate; caravan parl 
aged retirement units, flats wh 
yet pay only one rate, based on 

As 40% of MO residents in th 
(°JY Th-Go-operative (the first MO con 

a üib-'mze closely. Tuntable 
because rates a yeai'wl3ich, 	of 

MO community iThte-.LiQore C 

\v't( Council, Tuntable has provie4 
I community hall, a shop and poj 

Vf13'~ ' equipment. All of these are ml 
to the wider community. In ad 

C) Tuntable are responsible for t 
internal road network, many r 
community helps to maintain 

cy were genuinely concerned about 
ung questions about the vacant lot 
'ho pays very high rates; the pensioner 
;, mobile home parks, boarding h ouses 
:h all havtmultiple occupancy'ofiand 
md value. 	 .. 

Nimbin district live at Tuntable Falls 
nunity) it's worth considering Tuntable 
y approximately $65 per house in 
heir size, is the lowest rate paid by any 
xincii area. However, at no cost to 

pre-school, a primary school, a 
heutjt, a youth club and fire fighting 

tamed 63r-the Co-op and made available 
tion, as with ' ii'MO developments, 
upkeep and constr ~ibnQLtheir own 
dents pool transport and th€—.. 
uncil owned roads. 

( 	
To us it is clear that the oppsition to MO development is about far 
more than rates. Much of it i4 based on prejudièe and ignorance of a 

I' 



jfestyle choice and land ownershlp option that would be of great 
benefit, to future generations. Shred land ownership 'is full of personal 
challenges not the least,  of whiclj include finding constructive ways to 
resolve conflict, development ofinegotiation skills, learning to share, 

fl n%s4ennessan4aretfor , difference eaic c# " 

fT We understand from discussions 
visiting the north coast over the 

.,, eventu,?e we would like to again 
some Ultiplccupancy commu 
desirable for you to visit both 

62" recent communities in order to 
evolution of community life. We v 
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earliest pportunity if you a 
1/ 4tfr" CaNU 

We would appreciate hearing 
reinstatement of SEPP 15. D 
faith that the Labor party 1ç 
reinstate the p(licy. /( 

ith your office that you may be 
)ecember - January period. Should this 
xtend to you an invitation to visit 
ties in this area. We feet it would be , 
ablished communities ang more. /&4,.A4 

a feel for the diversity1aihe 
uld be more than happ(to arrange an 
e=fcame. Please,.,contact us at the 
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om you of progress regarding the 
pite rumours to the contrary we have 
honour its pre-election promisi to 









17:% 	'SR11i: 	 c p PIDSFRT 	 PA'E Cii 

.. 	 ) 

(_\Qrj 	CYtC2f 

4-o 	 ?ieccl L-o c i2- 

OAJ 

4' 



	
,. 	A 

• 1.e.-.Juq)_,_r 95 

1 
 r 

	

• 	
. 	 - 

TUE 11:01 ALAN HILL & JO DAVIDSON- P 02 

UI  
il 

-,. 

PANCOMMUNITV 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 	- 
NIMBIN 2480 

The Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning 
Mr Craig Knowles 
Level 33, Govthnor MacQuarle Towers 
1 FarferPlae 	- 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

- 	 F 	- 

July 16, 1995 

tear Craig Knowles, 

re: The Minister for Planning's upcoming visit to the North Coast region later In July. 

The !an Community Council, as you are no doubt aware, is an organisation which represents 

Multiple Occupancy Communities (MOs) primarily on the North Coast of P45W. 

4. 

It is our understanding that you, the Minister for Planning, will be visaing the North Coast of 

P48W on or around4uly 19-20, 1995. 

We, the members of the Pan Community CouncJl would appreciate the opportunity to meet with 

you wfiffe you are here. If time permits, we would also appreciate the opportunity to arrange an 

inspection for you of a member Multiple Occupancy community. 

In particular we would appreciate the opportunity to discuss the urgent need for the 

Government to reinstate SEPP 15 or similar planning provisions for Multiple Occupancies in 

P45W. 

Arrangements for this meeting can be made by contacting Simon dough on telephone 

number (066) 88 6217, or myself, Alan Hill, on telephone number (066) 89 7464 or Facsimile 

(066) 89 7552 anytime. 	 - 

1 



18-JUL-95 T U E 11:01 ALAN HILL & JO DAVIDSON 

If the time does not permit a meeting with you during your visit here later in July, the Invitation 

is always open at any time for you or any other Minister visiting this area at any time to meet 

with the members of the Pan Community Council. We would also appreciate the opportunity 

at any time of arranging an inspection of a member Multiple Occupancy community. 

Thanking you in anticipation of your positive consideration of our requests.. 

We await your reply 

Yours sincerely, 

Alan Hill Dip.T,, B,Sc. 
/ 

For and on behalf or the Pan Community Council Coordinators: 
Peter Hamilton 	Arthttect-planner 	 Simon dough 
Alan Hill 	 Social & Environmental Planner 	Eddie BuMds 
Dianna Roberts 	Councillor, Lismore City Council 	Rob Doolan 

TAFE Teacher 
Architect 
Planner 

2 



S 

18-JUL-95 TUE 11 :00 .LP.N HILL & JO DAVIDSON 	P 01 

fo€- 

1_c 	? 

I 	1t- 	
ct 

( 



awwvnq wasgp 

NHNJSTER FOR URBAN AFFAIRS AND PLANNING 

MINISTER FOR HOUSING 

Level 33 Governor Macquark Tower 	 YOUR REP: 

I Fatter Place 

SYDNEY NSW 2000 	 OUR REP: RML54 191 

P0 Box 30 Governor Macquark Tower 
I Fartcr flare 
SYDNEY P45W 2001 

Phone: (02) 228 4499 
Fax: 	(02) 2283716 17 JUL 1995 

Cr D Roberts 
Pan-Community Council 
P0 Box 102 
NIMBIN NSW 2480 

Dear Cr Roberts 

I refer to your letter of 12 May, 1995 concerning the tormer State Environmental Planning Policy 
(SEPP) No 15 - Multiple Occupancy, which as you know, was repealed late in 1994. 

In accord with the new Government's pre-election policy I have asked the Department of Urban 
Affairs and Planning to report to me concerning a number of current and former State Policies 
and I expect to receive advice on SEPP No 15 In due course. 

Once the review is complete I will contact you again. Thank you for writing to express the Pan-
Community CohlI)çil's views ..j 

Yours 

for Urn Affairs and PlannIng 
for Ildusing 

C 
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PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 Ltcbt 

Hon. Craig Knowles M.P. 
Minister for Planning and Housing, 
Parliament House, 
Macquarie Street, 
SYDNEY 2000 

12th May, 1995 

Dear Minister Knowles, 

Re: STATE ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING POLICY iS - 
MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY 

I write on behalf of the Pan-Community Council (Pan-Corn), established in 
1989, which is an umbrella organisation for Multiple Occupancy (M.O.) 
communities in northern New South Wales. 

Following our representations to Janelle Saffin prior to the recent State 
election, we were advised by her of the Party's support for the reinstatement 
of the above Policy. We understand that you were also involved in these 
negotiations. 

Pan-Corn was very concerned when Robert Webster repealed SEPP 15 
without any public consultation on the report and recommendations made by 
the consultant engaged by the Department to review this Policy. This was 
regrettable, particularly in the light of our repeated unsuccessful requests to 
obtain a copy of this report. 

Pan-Corn is of the view that the M.O. Policy introduced by Ptemier Car 
during his time. as the Minister for Planning, has been achieving the aims of 
the Policy and has been very effective legislation. 

SEEP 15 has enabled a sustainable family lifestyle option not otherwise 
available. This is particularly true in enabling owner-built, debt-free housing 
for those on low incomes. 



in repealing the legislation Minister Webster proposed that M,O. settlement 

should he available at the discretion of each local Council. 

Lismore City Council. which contains the largest number of M.O.s of any 

Council in the State, has declined to amend its LEP to permit new M.O. 
applications or to allow the expansion of existing communities. 

Many existing M.O. communities have developed on the understanding that 

they would he able to expand if and when the need arose, for example when 

their children came of age and were looking to construct a house for their 
own family. (Such expansion of course, still being within the population 

threshold set in the Policy). 

Several cases are known to us where existing M.O.s have already been 
disadvantaged in this way. 

We submit that the above clearly demonstrates the need for a State 

Environmental Planning Policy for M.O. 

We hence request that the SEPP 15 be reinstated in its present 

form, without alteration, as a matter of urgency. 

We understand that there is a proposal to review all SEPPs. in the event of 
this happening we would be happy to participate in a review of SEPP 15 at 

that time, and indeed believe that we may be able to make a special 
contribution in this regard. 

In conclusion we wish to extend to you a cordial standing invitation to visit 
representative M.O. communities in this area. We would welcome the 
opportunity to facilitate such a visit when you are next visiting the North 
Coast area. 

Yours sincerely, 

rce C kv1iEE 

Diana Roberts 
Lismore City Councillor 
on behalf of Pan-Community Council 

2 
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18 May 1995 
reps 

The Hon. Craig J. Knowles, MP 
Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning and 
Minister for Housing 
12th Floor, Westfield Towers 
100 William Street 
DARLrNGHtJRST 2010 

Dear Craig 

I am writing in support of the Pan-Community Council's application to have the State 
Environmental Planning Policy 15 - Multiple Occupancy reinstated. 

You would well know that a number of conservative farmers were concerned at young people in 
particular moving into their communities on multiple occupancy. 

I have visited several of these multiple occupancies and they are very valuable to establish 
communities for people who may in some cases by otherwise displaced in our community. 

The introduction of the MO policy by Bob Can w?an enlightened advance in planning in New 
South Wales. 

The greatest opposition to the old SEPP 15 was from National Party supporters. I might say that 
part of the reason for this, apart from having "undesirable" neighbours, was the fact that this 
skewed the voting towards progressives and did not favour National Party control of Local 
Government in particular Lismore and Byron Bay. 

I believe that young people and alternative life stylers should have the greatest flexibility possible 
to allow them to pursue their lifestyles at an economical cost. I have noted that these multiple 
occupancies tend to improve the condition of the land with the planting of rainforest trees and 
intensive production of fruit and vegetables. It is my view that the land is actually more 
productive with MOs than with dairy farming. 

I do hope you will act swiftly on this matter. 

With best wishes 

RICHARD JONES 
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NEW SOUTh WALES 

• MINISTER FOR URBAN AFFAIRS AND PLANNING 

MINISTER FOR HOUSING 

Level 33. 	 . 	 YOUR REF 
Governor Macquarie 'Ibwer 
1 Farrer Place 	 . 	 OUR REF. 

SYDNEY NSW 2000 	 . 	. 	 •. 

Phone: (02) 2284499• 	
.. 	

lea CI 1995 
Fax: 	(02) 2283716 

The Hon. Richard Jones MLC 	. 
Legislative Council 
Parliament House. 	 - 
SYDNEY NSW 2000. 	.. 

Dear Mr Jones, 

I write in response t? your letter of 18th May where.ou state your support for the Pan-
Community Council's application tore-instate State Environmental Planning Policy No. 15 - 
MultipJe Occupancy of Rural Land. This policywasrepealed by the fomer government on 1 
Deceml?e'r 1994. The delay in replying Xo your letter is regretted. 

A re-appraisal of SE1P 15 is currently iinderway'by the Depirtmeni  of Urban Affairs and 
Planning. OnceI have considered a report on these investigations,I will write to you again 
with a decision on this matter. 	. 	 • 

Yours sincerely 	- / 	- 

jwles MP 
or Urban Affairs and Planning 

for Housing 	• 



, L  

Tel: (02) 230 2858 	 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PARLIAMENT HOUSE 
SYDNEY 2000 

!&7 

?i&e Hon. Ric&ard Jones, M.C.C. 

'I' 
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21 October 194 
	

OFFICIAL NOTICES 

ENvm0NMENTAL PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT ACT 1979 
STATE ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING POLICY No. 42- 
MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY OF RURAL LAND (REPEAL) 

HIS Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, 
and in pursuance of the Environmcntai Planning and Assessment Act 
1979, has been pleased to wake the State environmental planning policy 
set forth hereunder in accordance with the recominen4ation made by the 
Minister for Planning. 

IEEERV WE&9IER MW Minister for Planning. 
sydney, 	19 cttoter 	 1994. 

.7 

Citation 

1. This Policy may be cited as State Environmental Planning Policy 
No, 42—Multiple Occupancy of Rural Land (Repeal). 

Aims, objectives etc. 

2. The aims of this Policy are: 

to repeal Slate Environmental Planning Policy No. 15—Multiple 
Occupancy of Rural Land; and 
to allow a period of 2 months after the repeal of that Policy for the 
detenninatiori by a council of development applications made 
before the repeal concerning development to which that Policy 
applied. 

Conutienceirietit 

3. This Policy commences on I December 1994. 

Definition 

4. In this Policy, "SEP? 15" meiis State Environmental Planning 
Policy No. 15—Multiple Occupancy of Rural Land. 

Land to vhich this Policy applies 

S. This Policy applies to the land to which SEPP is applied 
immediately bcfor& its repeal. 

Repenl 

SEPP 15 is repealed. 

Transitional provision 

(1) A council may, at any time before I Fcbruaiy 1995, dctermine a 
development application niadero it before 1 December 1994 as if SEPP 
15 had not been repealed by this Policy. 

Such a development application, if not determined before I 
February 1995, is taken to have been deternujued on that dale by the 
refusing of consent. 

The Land and Enviroitinent Court may hear and dispose of an 
appeal made against a determination of a council pursuant to SEPP 15, or 
this Policy, as if SEPP 15 had not been repealed by this Policy. 

NEW SOUI'll %VALES GOVERNMENT GAZETTh No. 143 



a minister for planning 
minister for housing 

13 October 1994 

CHANGES TO MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY PLANNING 

Pollowing an independent review of the State policy on multiple occupancy of 
rural land, Minister for Planning and Minister for Housing, Robert Webster, 
today announced he would move for Its repeai. 

In future, local councils will need to prepare provisions in their local plans for 
the assessment of multiple occupancy applications. 

Mr Webster said the use of the policy (State Environmental Planning Policy No. 
15 - Multiple Occupancy of Rural Land) had declined since Its Inception in 1988, 
to the point where it no longer had a statewide application. 

He said the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 specifies that 
State policies can only apply to matters of State significance. 

"The review, undertaken by Purdon Associates, found that about SC) per cent of 
multiple occupancies are located on the North Coast," Mr Webster said. 

"It is clear that in terms of the extent and range of its use the policy is not now 
serving a State need." 

The Minister said he would seek to make a new policy which would introduce 
transitional provisions, enabling applications to be lodged with councils under 
SErF 15 until 30 November 1994. 

'The new SEPT' would mean that councils may assess multiple occupancy 
applications, using the provisions of SEEP 15, until 31 January 1995," Mr Webster 
said. 

"If councils have not prepared their own provisions by then, applications will be 
assessed using the matters outlined in section 90 of the Act," Mr Webster said. 

telephone 368 2666 facsImile 308 2688 
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Sydney Boys High.* Ene - 
0 nnovative and enterpr 

A lette 
Diréctc 

Colleague, 

Last week a school princ 
phoned a head office s 
member and said: "I ha 
vacancy in my school execu 
but! don't want any of the pci 
who are losing theirjobs at F 
Office to fill the position." 

I would like the same princ 
(whose identity is not know 
me) to phone me and make 
same comment. If he did! w( 
tell him these things: 

"Likeall staff currenti 
head office, the person he ran 
insensitively cannot be sun 
his own position. He is one ol 

position in schools. 

Sydney Boys High: Set to become a commercial high-flyer. 

School Foundation Incorporated promoting car parking on the 
- the school's corporate arm. 	school grounds in Moore Park. 

leading selective school has 
launched 	into 	fully 

. promoting the outside use of its 
facilities. 

Asset rich, Sydney Boys High 
has èthloyed 	. 
manager 	e control of its 

Wiwake. The 
move is expected to pull in mare 
than $ 100,000 per annum within 
12 months. - 

Sydney Boys is leasing facilities 
to the business sector and to 
community groups for a 
maximum financial return. 

It is also making money by 
hiring its buildings tofilmcrews 
shooting movies and to 
advertising agencies for 
television commercials. 

MrCam Lyon. an "old boy and 
former real estate investment 
consultant. was appointed as the 
manager of the Sydney High 

As a GPS (Great Public School) 
member, the schools resources 
havüeèn setcliedth thpe with 
demands. for extra-curricular 
activities and it has always 
vigorously sought ways to raise 
extra funds to offset this 
expenditure. 
Its facilities were previously 
managed by the School Council 
but, because of thecomplexities. 
it transferred responsibility over 
to the Foundation. 

Successful 

The school had for many years 
hired out its facilities on an adhoc 
basis but Mr Lyon was 
responsible for setting the wheels 
of enterprise in motion. 

During the Royal Easter Show 
he raised more that $17,000 by 

Sydney Boys is the first public 
school in Australia to undertake 
such an innovative, commercial 
venture. - 

School Principal Bob Outterside 
fully supports the push to make 
the school a viable business 
operation. 

Before appointing Mr Lyon, Mr 
Outterside was responsible for 
hiring out the school's facilities. 

He said public schools lie idle for 
too long each day and, in times 
when money was tight, 
principals, teachers and parents 
should do all they could to raise 
funds. 

Mr Outterside said, in the near 
future, the Depanment of School 
Education could consider 

..Conginued page 4 

All members of 
ng Service are colleagi 
r they are working 
or regions or head off 

All efficient public sec 
employees, including memt 
of the Teaching Service, wh 
positions are deleted through 
fault of their own, are entitlec 
preference in consideration 
vacant positions for which ti 
are qualified 

Teaching Service si 
whose positions are deleted fr 
head office are entitled to, 
will he given, exactly the sa 
assistance to gain an appropri 
position as school-based si 
who are nominated transfers. 

• 	Many head office si 
were chosen for their position 
open competition with or 
members of the Teachi 
Service. They have bt 
recognised as outstanding 
highly-committed teachers 
leaders in their field. 
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Ji 
The Hon. Craig Knowles, 
Minister for Urban Affairs, Minister for Housing, 
Level 33, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer place, 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

4 August 1995 

Dear Minister Craig Knowles, 

Re: Proposed visit to a Multiple Occupancy community. 

In our letter of 16 July 1995 we extended to you an invitation to meet with members of 
our Council and if possible to visit a member Multiple Occupancy community. 

Having in mind  that Multiple Occupancies are located in rural areas and that such 
properties are often large and dwelling sites often scattered due to the terrain we 
recommend that a minimum of about four hours should be allowed to permit a 
comfortable inspection and time for transport. 

To give you an overview of, one such Multiple Occupancy I enclose herewith 'The 
Bodhi Farm Story" Album. 

I would appreciate it if you would return same to me at the below address, at your 
convenience. 	 - 

Yours Sincerely, 

Peter Hamilton 
Co-ordinator, Multiple Occupancy Reinstatemeht Collective 

Address: 1/50 Paterson Street, Byron Bay, NSW 2481 

I 
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Buttonholed: Mr Knowles and Mr Vidgen in deep conversation in Apex Park 

Getting lunch not easy 
When you're-a Minister 

.uIfslEyJ$ 	 BYRON SHIRE NEWS,JULY 26,1995 1  

A nywhere else in the world, it 
probably would have been a strange 
mix. 

A Government minister holding a Press 
conference at a beachside picnic table 
surrounded by members of the local media 
(naturally), environmental activists, 
Aboriginal activists, at least one prominent 
developer and several people representing 
concerned local interest groups - all wanting 
a piece of his time. 
But at Byron Bay, the gathering barely rated 
a look from the oh, so cool people lucky 
enough to be enjoying some brilliant early 
afternoon winter sunshine in Apex Park at 
Byron Bay's Main Beach.. 
Well, maybe a sideways look when the 
television news crew started to film and 
photographers started clicking away. 
For Mr Knowles, his trip was a "listen" and 
"learn" exercise. He was on the Far North 
Cpast to inspect what a preceding Press 
release described as key sites in need of 
environmental protection. 
The release quoted him as saying that the 
Government's new Coastal Policy signalled 
its intention to protect the environment of the 
North Coast from "unsympathetic 
development". . - 
And as part of the Government's 
commitment to preserving the North Coast 
he had decided to call a halt to the "Davkin 
tourist development proposal." 
Well, not quite true as it turned out. 
The "Davkin tourist development proposal" 
relates to the application by the Taylor family 
for tourist cabins on their property at Broken 
Head, adjacent to Taylors Lake. 
Approval already has been given by the 
Byron Shire Council for seven cabins and the 
family was seeking approval for a further 

By GARY CF-IIGWIDDEN 

three, closer to the lake. 
To'allow the further three cabins, the council 
sought a variation to the shirewide LEP which 
basically would allow it to use some flexibility 
in deciding wetland boundaries throughout the 

entire shire. 
And it is this variation that the minister said he 
had refused - thus putting the kybosh on the 
three cabins. 
He suggested that the council should approach 
the Government on a site-specific basis on the 
issue of wetlands boundaries. 

Then there was, what the Press release called, 
the North Ocean Shores "site." 
This, the Minister is recorded in the release as 
saying, will be purchased by the Government 
and turned into a national park. 
All of which was news to Chum Vidgen, the 
bloke who actually owns the "site". 
Alerted to the contents of the Press release, 
Chum, who is based in Brisbane, turned up at 
the Beach Hotel (the scheduled site of a Press 
conference at 1.50 pm) at lunch-time on 
Wednesday to front the miniter and find out 
what was going on. 
He had heard nothing from anyone in the 
Government and naturally was anxious to find 
out what it was all about. 
Basically, not too much. 
The "site" purchase referred to in the Press 
release related to the already well-publicised 
Government plan to purchase 325 ha of Mr 
Vidgen's land - and nothing further. 
But after inspecting the site with 
representatives of the conservation group, 
CONOS, Mr Knowles said he would be 
talking to the Environment Minister, Pam 
Allan about extending the Interim Protection 
Order that she placed over 500ha of Mr 
Vidgen's land. 
Shortly after which the minister pleaded with 
the media and assembled onlookers to be 
excused so he could take a lunch and call of 
nature break - probably not in that order. 
Howeverrhe had to hold on d little bit longer 
on the walk across the park to the Beach 
Hotel, as Mr \'idgen and other concerned 
citizens finally got to have a piece of his time. 
I didn't stick around to hear the resultiof 
those talks, but I (rust Mr Knowles finally had 
some lunch - and made it to the men's room 
without disgracing himself. 



NEWS 

Residents to have say on wards r-4 ,Fc$JI 

Frontier Festival has 
Billinudgel swinging 

B illinudgel staged its eighth annual 
Frontier Festival on Saterday - and 
once again it was a big success. 

A major attraction was.the World Poker 
Championship, which was won by Ted Carroll 
of New Bdghton. 
Mother highlight was the entertainment 
provided by the 1 8-piece swing band, Swing 
Pacifica, pictured above. 

R esidents will get their chance to have a 
say on the introduction of wards with 
the Byron Shire Council voting last 

week to hold a referendum on the issue in 
conjunction with the September 9 local 
government elections. 
And what residents will be asked is whether or 
not they favour the reduction in the number of 
councillors from 10 to 9, including the mayor 
and the division of the shire into four wards - 
one of three options put forward by the 
council's solicitors, Henningham and Ellis-
Jones. 
The other two options were: 
• Do you favour the division of the Byron 
local government area into three wards? 
• Do you favour the increase in the number of 
councillors from 10 to 13, including the 
mayor, and the division of the Byron local 
governnent area into four wards? 
Under a four-ward system, voters would have 

A community-based Byron Bay Whale 
Festival seems almost certain to go 
ahead next year in July after a public 

meeting last Thursday unanimously endorsed 
the idea. 
More than 30 people representing a wide 
cross-section of the community attended the 
meeting, organised by the chairman of the 
Byron Shire Arts Council, Michael Malloy. 
Mr Malloy described the support as 
"overwhelming" and the town had "finally 
found an issue we can agree on". 
14. cnid effnnc nfl,,, mniild I,. rnnrentrn#eA nn 

to elect two councillors for each ward with the 
mayor being elected on a shirewide basis. 
Additionally, the voting system would change 
from the proportional system to the optional 
preferential system. 
An information package on the referendum 
question is to be prepared by consuliants 
Purdon Assotiates Pty Ltd which will be 
posted to everyone in the shire on the electoral 
roll. 
Cr Gwyn James said he strongly supported a 
referendum on wards "because it will clear 
the air once and for all". 
Cr James said he favoured four wards and 
wasn't fussy whether each ward was 
represented by two or three councillors. 
However, Cr Rhonda Ellis, said she was not 
concerned with which option was put to the 
people, because she believed voters would see 
that none of them were in their interests. 

seeking funding and sponsorship for the 
festival, including an application for funding 
under the Federal Government's Creative 
Nation program. 
Further discussions would be held with the 
Cape Byron Headland Reserve Trust to ensure 
a close relationship between the festival and 
the Whale watch weekend, be said. 
Talks also would beheld with the major 
community groups in the town with the aim of 
identifying events for the festival. 
Mr Malloy again reiterated that the festival 

With homoeopathLESLEY 
MEREDITH, Tel 855 491 

A dolescence is often a fraught time for 
both parents and teens. 
At a homoeopathic conference recently 

this topic was being discussed in light of which 
remedies had proven to be helpful. 
The guest speaker made the observation that 
our culture has turned adolescence into a 
social diseae. - .  
He went on to say that this was a result of our 
western ideals of nuclear family, education, 
home ownership, delayed family etc. etc. 
He reminded us that for most of us there was 
only one thing on our mind as we became 
increasingly'drivèn by our hormones and this 
had not changed today despite society values 
shifting towards things that inevitably delay to 
some extent sexuality and procreation. 
With this in mind, I wrote today's column about 
two common problems that arise at this time. 
Depression: This is a common problem and 
often relates to times of pressure from exams, 
job seeking, lack of job opportunities, thug 
taking or a failed relationship. 
The depression can be mild or can be suicidal. 
Signs to be aware of are withdrawal from 
family and friends, spending lots of time alone, 
i,dtth;Iih, innmni moo ni onnatito .nnth,. 

Meeting supports festival plan 


